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Steps to Identify Priority Standards
A number of steps can assist teams in collaboratively identifying the standards and learning targets 
that should be prioritized. These steps are an extension of the work of Reeves (2004) and Ainsworth 
(2003). 

1. List standards in a standards column. 

2. If necessary and desired, list more specific learning targets.

3. Determine whether the standard is a prerequisite for the next grade level.

4. Determine whether the standard is important within other content areas.

5. Determine whether the standard is a critical life skill for college and skilled-career readiness.

6. Determine whether the standard is heavily weighted on high-stakes tests (if applicable).

7. Determine whether the standard is an area of need for your students.

Then, use the following six levels of Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy (Anderson & Krathwohl, 2001) to 
identify the level of this standard. 

1. Remembering: Recalling information (recognizing, listing, describing, retrieving, naming, 

finding) 

2. Understanding: Explaining ideas or concepts (interpreting, summarizing, paraphrasing, 

classifying, explaining)

3. Applying: Using information in another familiar situation (implementing, carrying out, 

using, executing) 

4. Analyzing: Breaking information into parts to explore understandings and relationships 

(comparing, organizing, deconstructing, interrogating, finding)

5. Evaluating: Justifying a decision or course of action (checking, hypothesizing, critiquing, 

experimenting, judging)

6. Creating: Generating new ideas, products, or ways of viewing things (designing, 

constructing, planning, producing, inventing) 

Finally, use the following four levels of Webb’s (1997) Depth of Knowledge to identify the level of this 
standard. 

1. Recall: Requires recall or recognition of a fact, information, concept, or procedure

2. Basic application of skill or concept: Involves use of information and conceptual knowledge, 

selecting appropriate procedures, following two or more steps with decision points along 

the way, solving routine problems, and organizing and displaying data
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3. Strategic thinking: Requires reasoning and developing a plan or sequence of steps to 

approach a problem and some decision making and justification; is abstract and complex, 

often involving more than one possible answer

4. Extended thinking: Requires an investigation or application to the real world; requires time 

to research, think, and process multiple conditions of the problem or task and nonroutine 

manipulations across disciplines and content areas and from multiple sources
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