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Reading Task

Students read the passage silently and then follow along as the teacher reads the passage aloud. Students 
then reread particular passages in response to questions that require close examination of the text.

Example

A teacher might ask, “Why did the Founding Fathers use the words ‘to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances’ in the First Amendment?”

First Amendment:

“Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances” (U.S. Const. amend. I).

Sentence Syntax Task

Teachers must deconstruct the syntax or construction of complex sentences and discuss the meaning for 
students to become proficient at comprehending highly complex text. This teacher-directed process of 
analyzing and taking apart the components and structure of a troubling sentence prepares students with the 
necessary skills to do this as an independent and critical reader.

Example

“Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof” (U.S. Const. amend. I).

Students may need help in referencing or relating the last phrase, “or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” 
to the idea of the law respecting the establishment of religion as they may not have seen that archaic 
phrasing and syntax.

Vocabulary Task

Teachers underline, describe, and define words that cannot be determined from the context. The importance 
of a robust vocabulary requires that highly abstract words be discussed thoroughly, with modeling and 
strategies for student growth and development in this critical area of literacy.

Example

In the preamble, the teacher underlines the words tranquility, ordain, and posterity for explicit teaching.

“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution of the United 
States of America” (U.S. Const. pmbl.).

Figure 3.5:  
Sample RSVPE Instructional Tasks for Close Reading
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Oral Interpretation Task

Discussion often calls for students to reread the passage of the text in order to dissect the meaning, and at 
the same time, they improve their fluency in reading difficult text. Specific activities such as highlighting the 
author’s interpretation of a certain passage for examination provide students with the needed attention 
about how to handle complex text. 

Example

Students may choral read the preamble with a partner to emphasize the natural phrasing and cadence of 
the language in it.

“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure 
domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution of the United 
States of America” (U.S. Const. pmbl.).

Expressive Writing Task

Students need practice in explaining the meaning of complex text, rephrasing, paraphrasing, and clarifying 
what they are taking away from the passage. Exercises that require paragraphs, bullet points, analogies, and 
metaphors are tools that teachers might assign as students become competent producers of expressive text. 
Of course in these exercises, there is always the caveat that students must reference the text to support their 
position.

Example

Students can write an analogy using the following wording to accentuate the meaning of the preamble to 
the Constitution.

“The preamble is like                                  because both                                .”

One example might be, “The preamble is like an appetizer because both                                 .”
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