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Studying Poverty:  
Infonation Comparison Activity 

Student Name: 

In order to collect more details and statistics about the quality of life in developing nations, you 
will be visiting a website hosted by the United Nations that allows users to compare up to six dif-
ferent countries in many different categories. Log in now by typing http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/
infonation3/basic.asp in your Web browser.

While you are there, you may encounter some new vocabulary words that you are unfamiliar with. 
Here are some you should be aware of: 

 � Per capita—This means per person. If you saw the phrase “cropland per capita,” it would 
mean the amount of cropland per person in a country.

 � GDP—This stands for gross domestic product. It is the value of all of the goods produced 
by a country and is a good measure of how a strong country’s economy is. 

 � GDP per capita—This is the value of all the goods produced by a country divided by 
the number of people in the country. Just because a country has a high GDP doesn’t 
necessarily mean the people are well-off. Bigger countries will always have a bigger GDP, 
but they also have more people to share the money with. When a country has a higher 
GDP per capita, it means the people are truly better off.

 � GNP: This stands for gross national product. It is the GDP plus all the money earned by 
a country’s citizens who live and work in other countries. It is another good measure of a 
country’s economy. The higher it is, the more a country has. 

Now it’s time to start collecting some statistics. Follow these directions to make some interesting 
comparisons between countries:

1. In the series of lettered drop-down menus at the top of the screen labeled Select 
Individual Countries, choose six countries that you would like to investigate. Be sure 
that one of the countries is the United States. Be sure that the other five are from the 
developing world. 

2. After selecting your countries, click the red Go button at the top of the screen.

3. In the bottom portion of the screen, make the following comparisons.

Comparison 1 
Category: Economy

Statistic: GDP Per Capita 

GDP per capita is a good way to know how strong a country’s economy is. To figure out GDP per 
capita, economists take the total value of the goods a country produces and then divide it by the 
number of people in a country. Basically, it shows you how much money each person in a country 
would get if you divided that country’s money up equally. 
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In the first drop-down menu of the first Infonation chart, select Economy. In the second drop-
down menu, select GDP per capita. The website will automatically chart the GDP per capita of 
the countries you are comparing. 

What important statistics have you found? Record them here: 

Comparison 2 
Category: Economy

Statistic: Unemployment

The unemployment rate in a country is the percentage of the population that is unable to find work. 
Countries with high unemployment rates wouldn’t be good to live in because it might be hard to 
find a job. 

In the next open graph, select Economy from the first drop down menu. Then select Unemployment 
from the second drop down menu. Infonation will automatically graph the unemployment rates in 
the countries you are comparing.

What important statistics have you found? Record them here: 

What have you learned about the unemployment rates in the United States versus the developing 
nations that you have selected? Knowing this, where would you rather live? Why? 

Consider graphing the poverty rate and educational expenditure in your countries as well. They are 
also evidence of the strength of a country’s economy.

Comparison 3 
Category: Health

Statistic: Infant Mortality Rate

The infant mortality rate is defined as the number of infants out of every thousand born that die 
during the first year of life. Countries with high infant mortality rates generally have poor health 
care systems. 

In the next open graph, select Health from the first drop down menu. Then, select Infant Mortality 
Rates from the second drop down menu. Infonation will automatically graph the infant mortality 
rates in the countries you are comparing.

What important statistics have you found? Record them here: 

What have you learned about infant mortality rates in the United States versus the developing 
countries that you have selected? Knowing this, where would you rather live? Why? 
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Comparison 4 

Category: Health 

Statistic: Crude Death Rate

The crude death rate in a country is defined as the number of deaths per one thousand people. 
Crude death rates can give you a picture of the health care and lifestyles in a country. Countries 
with higher crude death rates have people who are generally unhealthy or who have worse health 
care than countries with low crude death rates. 

In the next open graph, select Health from the first drop down menu. Then, select Crude Death 
Rate from the second drop down menu. Infonation will automatically graph the crude death rates 
in the countries you are comparing.

What important statistics have you found? Record them here: 

What have you learned about crude death rates in the United States versus the developing coun-
tries that you have selected? Knowing this, where would you rather live? Why? 

Comparison 5

Category: Technology 

Statistic: Motor Vehicles 

This comparison will tell you the number of motor vehicles that a country has for every one thousand 
inhabitants. People who live in countries with a higher number of vehicles per one thousand people 
are more likely to own their own automobiles, giving them the opportunity to travel and work easily.

In the next open graph, select Technology from the first drop down menu. Then, select Motor 
Vehicles from the second drop down menu. Infonation will automatically graph the number of motor 
vehicles per one thousand people in the countries you are comparing.

What important statistics have you found? Record them here: 

What have you learned about the number of motor vehicles in the United States versus the devel-
oping countries that you have selected? Knowing this, where would you rather live? Why? 

Consider graphing the number of Internet users, telephone lines, and televisions in your countries 
as well. Do you see any patterns in your data? 
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Comparison 6 

Category: Environment 

Statistic: Water Resources Per Capita

This comparison will tell you, on average, how many cubic meters of water are available per person 
in a country. Obviously, countries with greater amounts of water per person would be better places 
to live, as water is an essential natural resource. 

In the next open graph, select Environment from the first drop down menu. Then, select Water 
Resources Per Capita from the second drop down menu. Infonation will automatically graph the 
water resources per capita in the countries you are comparing.

What important statistics have you found? Record them here: 

What have you learned about the water resources per capita in the United States versus the devel-
oping countries that you have selected? Knowing this, where would you rather live? Why?
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