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Popular Wiki Services
Choosing a wiki service is an important first step toward structuring successful peer-production 
projects in your classroom. While most wiki services offer similar features, there are small differ-
ences between the top three competitors that you may want to consider. This handout is designed 
to introduce you to those differences.

PBworks
Rapidly becoming the wiki tool of choice for teachers, PBworks (www.pbworks.com) offers a col-
lection of clean, interesting, and professional templates to choose from. PBworks users can quickly 
create ad-free editable pages, control the privacy settings of any page, sort pages into folders by 
unit, and easily embed content—chat rooms, streaming video, Google gadgets—into their final 
products. 

Perhaps more importantly for teachers new to classroom wiki projects, PBworks has developed 
an extensive collection of resources designed to support teachers. PBworks staffers run regular 
webinars on the role that wikis can play in teaching and learning, maintain collections of resources 
that can support classroom wiki projects, and organize extensive samples of how wikis are being 
used in classrooms around the country.

Wikispaces
For many early technology adopters, Wikispaces (www.wikispaces.com) is the only wiki service 
worth considering because it was the first to embrace educators. Since 2005, Wikispaces—which 
is determined to create the easiest-to-use wiki service—has given away almost three hundred 
thousand ad-free premium accounts to K–12 classrooms around the world. 

That head start has allowed Wikispaces to get a lot of things right. Wikispaces allows any user—even 
complete novices—to create and edit content easily. Embedding interactive elements into pages, 
following changes with RSS feed readers, and customizing privacy settings are also simple tasks 
in Wikispaces—and following the lead of PBworks, Wikispaces is working to develop a collection 
of tutorials designed to support teachers interested in integrating wikis into their work.


