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REPRODUCIBLE

Sample Common Formative Assessment for Persuasive Writing 

Learning targets:

• I can make a claim and support it with evidence.

• I can organize and explain my ideas through writing.

• I can use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar in my writing.

Task
You are attending a new high school scheduled to open next school year. As a student, you have been 
asked to provide input on the selection of a school mascot. The choices are: 

Wolverine—strong animal

Falcon—bird of prey, trained for hunt

Monarch—independent ruler

Choose one mascot and write a few sentences explaining why it would be the best choice for your school.
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REPRODUCIBLE

Scoring Criteria

Learning Target 3 2 1

I can make a claim 
and support it with 
evidence.

• The claim is clear.

• Evidence supports 
the claim.

• The claim is somewhat 
clear.

• Evidence somewhat 
supports the claim.

• The claim is unclear or 
not stated.

• Evidence doesn’t exist or 
doesn’t support the claim.

I can organize and 
explain my ideas 
through writing.

• Introductory and 
concluding sentences grab 
the reader’s attention and 
frame the writing.

• Supporting sentences are 
in a clear sequence, and 
they explain how evidence 
supports the claim.

• Introductory and 
concluding sentences are 
in place but do not grab 
the reader’s attention.

• Supporting sentences are 
in an unclear sequence or 
somewhat explain how 
evidence supports the claim.

• Introductory or concluding 
sentence, or both, is 
missing.

• Supporting sentences are 
in random order or do 
not explain how evidence 
supports the claim. 

I can use correct 
spelling, punctuation, 
and grammar in 
my writing.

• There are very few or no 
spelling, punctuation, or 
grammatical errors.

• There are some spelling, 
punctuation, or 
grammatical errors, but 
they don’t get in the way 
of the message.

• There are so many 
spelling, punctuation, or 
grammatical errors that 
it is difficult to grasp 
the message.
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