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Analyzing a Task or Project for Student Engagement
Examine the scenario in the following table, and answer the questions. Then, compare your 

answers to the authors’ responses.

Scenario: The teacher asks students to collect information about menu items from a fast-food restau-
rant. Students will develop two meal plans and spreadsheets with graphs about the data (such as nutri-
tion, calories, and ingredients) and compare their two meals.

Level of Student 
Engagement

What is the level of engagement of this task?

Why do you think so?

Ways to Raise the 
Level of Student 
Engagement

What are some ways to increase the student-engagement level for this task?

New Level of Stu-
dent Engagement

What is the new level of engagement?

Authors’ Responses 
Following is an example of an improved project based on the scenario in the preceding table.

Level of Student Engagement
This task is at level 2. it is teacher directed, and multiple solutions are accepted. it is not a higher 

level because there is no differentiation, no student choice, and no collaboration, and no student 
inquiry is required.

Ways to Raise the Level of Student Engagement
This activity could be more student directed if the teacher and the class had a discussion about 

ways they could study nutrition at fast-food restaurants. Students may suggest that they research 
nutrition facts at various fast-food restaurants, perhaps mix and match to create more healthy 
meals, study inconsistencies in advertising and real nutrition facts, collaborate to create a PSA 
about why people should or should not eat at fast-food restaurants, and critique other groups’ 
work and give suggestions for improvement. Finally, the teacher and students would collabora-
tively create an assessment rubric for the student-designed projects.

New Level of Student Engagement
This level of engagement could be level 4 depending upon activities the students chose to 

complete.
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