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Analyzing a Task or Project for Real-World Learning
Examine the scenario in the following table, and answer the questions. Then, compare your 

answers to the authors’ responses.

Scenario: The school library media specialist is assisting seventh-grade students in researching local 
history and landmarks using print, nonprint, and digital sources at the school and regional public 
libraries. Students search the internet for primary and secondary sources. Some students visit the local 
public library for some of these sources.

Level of  
Real-World 
Learning

What is the level of real-world learning of this task? Use the following questions to 
guide your decisions.

1. How close to the real world does learning occur?

 w if all learning is in the classroom and students are talking about the real world 
or pretending circumstances from the real world, then it can be classified as a 
simulation. This is level 3 (investigating).

 w if some or most of the learning occurs in the real world and interacting with the 
real world (outside of the classroom), then learning is more authentic.

2.  Are students having any impact on or changing something in the classroom,  
the school, the community, the nation, or the world? Why do you think so?

Ways to Raise 
the Real-World 
Learning

What are some ways to increase the level of real-world learning for this task?

New Level of 
Real-World 
Learning

What is the new level of real-world learning?
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Authors’ Responses
1. What is the level of real-world learning of this task?

 This assignment is at level 2 in the real-world learning component because there is some 
application to real-world topics. The focus of this scenario is more about sources of infor-
mation—print, nonprint, or digital and whether they are primary or secondary sources.

2. What are some ways to increase the level of real-world learning for this task?

 The focus of the assignment could be to design a new local landmark for an historical event 
for which there is no landmark already. Students should still research current landmarks 
using print, nonprint, or digital as well as primary and secondary sources.

 Students could interview community members knowledgeable of historical events and 
landmarks and locate individuals who can provide firsthand information about changes 
that have occurred in the community.

 Students could use CAD (computer-assisted drafting), SketchUp, or any drawing software 
to design the landmark and then prepare a multimedia presentation (student choice of 
project type) to the city planners to persuade them to create their landmark in real life.

 Depending on whether the city planners accepted and funded their proposal, the students 
could volunteer to help build the new landmark.

 Learning in this assignment would include language arts, mathematics, social studies, tech-
nology, and engineering.

3. What is the new level of real-world learning?

 This new level of real-world learning is 4 because student learning emphasizes and impacts 
the community. This assignment is interdisciplinary involving many subject areas. 
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