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A Day in the Life of an Historian
Historians are interpreters of the past. One of the ways in which they interpret history is by 

evaluating primary sources and the point of view of the author. Historians contrast points of view 
and try to connect those viewpoints to what was happening during the time. This assignment will 
give you the chance to act as a mini-historian.

Project Tasks 
1. You are a present-day historian who is interested in studying Western European history. Find 

a primary source from the Enlightenment Period (17th to 18th centuries) in European his-
tory. Look in online databases or in the library to find your source. This could be a speech, 
document, letter, personal diary entry, philosophical work, and so on. Anything that was 
published by historians during this time period in Western European history is acceptable. 

2. Carefully read your primary source document. Think about the perspective of the author. 
What point of view is this person taking?

3. Evaluate your source using the following questions.

 w Does the author’s perspective connect to what was happening during the Enlightenment?
 w is the author’s point of view similar to or different than others’ from the Enlightenment 

Period? 
 w Are there consistencies between what the author said in your source and a specific event 

that took place or an improvement that was made during the Enlightenment?
4. Now you will research to find support for your evaluation. You may use articles, credible 

websites, library books, textbooks, and online primary sources.

5. Post your research on the class Padlet (www.padlet.com) wall. Post events or facts from 
your research and explain how those help to support your evaluation of the primary source.

 w The teacher will post tips and guiding questions on the wall to guide your research.
 w Comment on other students’ work. if you disagree with someone’s evaluation, support 

your own evaluation with evidence.
 w Make sure to post the link to your sources or mention the source of your information.

6. Look for an expert on the subject of the Enlightenment.

 w Pick one of the secondary sources you have used that has been particularly helpful in 
answering your questions. Use a mind-map tool like Bubbl.us to compare and contrast 
your primary and secondary sources.

 w Research the source’s author. is the author still living? if so, continue. if not, look for a 
historian that you can contact. it should be fairly easy to find an email address for the 
author. (Most likely she or he will be working at a university, and you can contact the 
author through her or his university email).

 w Write an email explaining your research, findings, and any questions you have. You can 
ask for any suggestions the author may have for completing your research.
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 w You must allow the teacher to read and approve your email message before sending it 
to the historian.

7. With your claims made on the class wall, be prepared to defend your evaluation in a class 
debate. if you find that you and another student agree on an evaluation, work together to 
form an argument and defense of that argument.

Scoring Rubric 

1
SIGNIFICANT 
REVISION 
NEEDED

2
SOME REVISION 
NEEDED

3
PROFICIENT

4
EXCEEDS 
EXPECTATIONS

Objective 1: 
Students will 
evaluate multiple 
philosophical 
views of the 
Enlightenment 
Period and 
critique those 
philosophies 
using historical 
facts from that 
period.

The student does 
not use historical 
facts to evaluate 
two perspectives 
from the Enlight-
enment. Opinion 
is used but is not 
backed up with 
evidence. 

The student’s cri-
tique of the philo-
sophical views of 
the primary and 
secondary sources 
using historical 
facts from the En-
lightenment Period 
is somewhat incor-
rect and poorly 
written. The facts 
are irrelevant to 
the perspectives 
but there is still 
some effort shown. 

The student’s cri-
tique of the philo-
sophical views of 
the primary and 
secondary sources 
using historical 
facts from the 
Enlightenment 
Period is correct. 
Some facts may 
be somewhat 
irrelevant to the 
perspectives but 
do show a clear 
assertion. 

The student’s cri-
tique of the philo-
sophical views of 
the primary and 
secondary sources 
using historical 
facts from the 
Enlightenment 
Period is insightful, 
correct, and well-
written. 

Objective 2: 
Students will 
analyze research 
on a specific time 
period by using 
their research 
to support 
or critique a 
primary source 
achieving at least 
three out of four 
on a rubric. 

One source is 
used in student 
research. Source 
represents little 
to no credibility. 
The student only 
summarizes the 
source. 

At least two 
sources are used in 
student research. 
At least one of the 
sources is credible, 
and the student 
only summarizes 
the sources. 

At least three 
sources are used in 
student research. 
Sources are 
credible, and the 
student correctly 
summarizes and 
analyzes some 
elements of the 
sources and what 
they represent 
about that time 
period. 

At least three 
sources are used in 
student research. 
Sources are 
credible, and the 
student correctly 
analyzes what the 
sources represent 
about that time 
period. 
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