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Text Excerpts for Author’s Purpose Activity

Author’s 
Purpose Text Excerpts 

To 
Persuade

Throughout history, society has looked upon the male as the breadwinner: the one 
expected to work and support the family. The mother has been viewed as the nurturer: 
the one to stay home and raise the children. During the 1960’s, women wanted more 
rights, power, and the ability to get higher paying jobs. Women were given this right so 
they expressed this new found freedom by going to work outside of the home. As women 
sought employment, their children were left to the care of babysitters and day care workers. 
Because society has redefined the role of a mother to be one who is an important element 
in the workforce, the loss of the mother in the home has led to the decline of the family unit, 
and thus, to society.  (Fellhoelter, 2008)

To 
Persuade

I ran as fast as I could. I could see my destination just ahead of me. “Just a 
little further,” I kept saying to myself. “Just a little further and I will have made 
it to the land of the free and the home of the brave, the land of opportunity.”

Diego finally got to his destination. He had gotten to America without 
getting caught. Now he could get the education to become a mechanic.

Like Diego, many illegal immigrants come to America every day for a better life and a 
better education. Whether these illegal immigrants should get the education they came 
for is very controversial in today’s economy. Some Americans think that illegal immigrants 
shouldn’t be eligible for in-state tuition, but other Americans think that these illegal 
immigrants should be eligible for in-state tuition. I am one who thinks that illegal immigrants 
should be eligible for in-state tuition. (Achieve the Core, n.d.a)

To 
Persuade

The topic of charter schools and vouchers is an ongoing debate that is currently being 
argued in places from the local school board meetings to state supreme courts. Both 
charter schools and school voucher programs are collectively referred to as “school choice” 
initiatives, in that they allow parents to choose educational options for their children that are 
outside of the traditional public school system. A school voucher program provides parents 
with certificates that are used to pay for education at a school of their choice, rather than 
the public school to which they are assigned. Charter schools on the other hand are publicly 
funded schools that have been freed from some of the rules, regulations, and statutes that 
apply to other public schools. In exchange, charter schools have specialized accountability 
for producing certain results, which are set forth in each school’s charter. As Americans 
we enjoy choices and often associate choice as something positive. Being able to choose 
a school may sound like a reasonable initiative on the surface, but after a closer look it has 
serious problems. School choice turns out to not only be a bad idea; it’s also a violation of 
our constitution. (Liles, 2008)

To 
Persuade

On September 3, 1995, a fatal automobile accident occurred on Highway 26; a small red 
car lost control when it hit a patch of wet pavement and headed straight toward a white 
Chevy Suburban. The impact of the collision ripped the small red car into two pieces, 
resulting in a large fireball and instantly killing the two twenty-year-old female occupants. 
No fatalities occurred within the Suburban (Smith). Had the Suburban been a smaller, more 
conventional car the outcome may have been much different; no deaths may have occurred 
at all. SUV are becoming a huge risk on the roads today. Unfortunately, SUVs seem to be 
growing in popularity. This increase in popularity is cause for several annoyances, all of 
which seem to be directly related to their large size. There are many reasons why SUVs 
should be illegal or somehow regulated; they waste gas, they are too large, and they are 
overall more dangerous than conventional cars. (Oregon State University, n.d.)
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To 
Persuade

Most Americans today don’t feel valued at work. U.S. Department of Labor statistics show 
that individuals who voluntarily leave their employment cite not feeling appreciated as the 
top reason they are leaving (Robbins, 2000). Although 51 percent of supervisors say they 
recognize employees who do a good job, only 17 percent of the employees at the same 
organizations report that their supervisors do well at recognizing them. (Society for Human 
Resources Management, 2012)

To 
Persuade

Like any workplace, schools need to ensure that employees feel appreciated for their good 
work. Research has shown that appreciation and recognition are important for educators in 
a variety of roles (Fraser & Brock, 2006; Giangreco et al., 2001; Heller, 2004). When teachers 
and staff feel valued, numerous positive results follow, including lower staff turnover 
(Scherer, 2003) and improved student achievement (Cotton, 2003). (White, 2014)

To 
Persuade

For many years, children growing up in a single parent family have been viewed as 
different. Being raised by only one parent seems impossible to many yet over the decades 
it has become more prevalent. In today’s society many children have grown up to become 
emotionally stable and successful whether they had one or two parents to show them the 
rocky path that life bestows upon all human beings. The problem lies in the difference 
of children raised by single parents versus children raised by both a mother and a father. 
Does a child need both parents? Does a young boy need a father figure around? Does the 
government provide help for single parents? What role do step-parents and step-siblings 
play? With much speculation, this topic has become a very intriguing argument. What 
people must understand is that properly raising a child does not rely on the structure of a 
family but should be more focused on the process or values that are taught to these children 
as they learn to mature. Children of single parents can be just as progressive with emotional, 
social and behavioral skills as those with two parents. (Polito, 2008)

To Inform Modern archeologists, excavating ancient Egyptian tombs, have often found something 
unexpected amongst the tombs’ artifacts: pots of honey, thousands of years old, and yet 
still preserved. Through millennia, the archeologists discover, the food remains unspoiled, an 
unmistakable testament to the eternal shelf-life of honey.

There are a few other examples of foods that keep—indefinitely—in their raw state: salt, 
sugar, dried rice are a few. But there’s something about honey; it can remain preserved in a 
completely edible form, and while you wouldn’t want to chow down on raw rice or straight 
salt, one could ostensibly dip into a thousand-year-old jar of honey and enjoy it, without 
preparation, as if it were a day old. Moreover, honey’s longevity lends it other properties—
mainly medicinal—that other resilient foods don’t have. Which raises the question—what 
exactly makes honey such a special food?

The answer is as complex as honey’s flavor—you don’t get a food source with no expiration 
date without a whole slew of factors working in perfect harmony. (Geiling, 2013)

To Inform How much does a doctor earn? You might think the answer is obvious: “A lot.” But 
physician compensation varies widely depending on specialty and where the doctor 
practices. And even when you adjust for all of those factors, there’s a variable that dictates 
the answer to that question: gender.

That’s not exactly news—according to the U.S. Department of Labor, women earn about 83 
cents to every man’s dollar. And in medicine, despite the fact that 47.8 percent of the people 
graduating with medical degrees in 2015 were women, a similar wage gap persists. The 
gender gap in medicine is so pervasive that it’s gotten the attention of professional societies 
and academic journals. Just this month, Academic Medicine, the journal of the American 
Association of Academic Medical Colleges, published an entire special issue devoted to 
women in medicine, uncovering a host of disparities. (Blakemore, 2016) 
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To Inform Human breast milk contains lactose, a sugar. “What we know about babies is that they’re 
born preferring sweet,” Mennella said. “It’s only been a couple of centuries since the time 
when, if you didn’t breast-feed from your mother or a wet nurse, your chance of survival was 
close to zero.” The aversion to bitter foods is inborn too, she said, and it also has survival 
value: it helps us avoid ingesting toxins that plants evolved to keep from being eaten—
including by us. (Owen, 2015)

To Inform A long piercing howl shatters the quiet night of a northern forest. The howl 
grows into a chorus of yelps and barks, and the valley echoes to the chilling 
sound.  The leader of the pack starts the noise, while other pack members, 
as well as other wolf packs, join in (O’Toole 22).  

Among wolves, communication is a very highly developed skill. For instance, the howl 
of the pack leader has many different meanings. Most of the time a lone howl is a warning 
for other packs.  It tells them to stay away, for there are many young to be protected and 
food to be guarded (O’Toole 23). A howl can also be a way of marking their territory. Many 
wolves howl when they feel another pack is too close. Some wolves howl when they are lost 
or trying to find another member of the pack. Most wolves use this howl at least once a day 
to locate missing pups or other pack members (Primate). (Achieve the Core, 2016b)

To Explain Two or four players can play the card game Go Fish. The object is to get either a pair or 
all four cards of the same number or face card, called a book. A person wins the game if 
he or she has the most pairs or books after all cards are taken from a center pile. If two are 
playing, deal seven cards to each player. If four are playing, deal five cards to each player. 
Place the remaining cards face down in a pile between the players within their reach. When 
you play, hold your cards so that you do not reveal them to other players. The game starts 
when player 1 asks another player if he or she has a particular card number that player 1 has 
in his or her hand, such as: “Do you have any eights?” If player 2 does not have the card that 
is requested, he or she says, “Go fish!” and must take a card from the pile. If player 2 has that 
card, he or she gives it to player 1 who asked for it. Player 1 then gets another turn, asking 
any player, even player 2 again, for any card that he or she has. Player 1 can continue asking 
for cards until he is commanded to “Go fish!” The player to the left of player 1 now takes his 
or her turn, and the game continues with players taking turns in a clockwise direction. 

To Explain To hand wash clothes, first fill a bucket or sink with one to two gallons of water. Add a 
mild detergent. Then dip your clothes in the water and swish them through the water so 
that they are fully saturated and absorb the detergent. Next, rinse your clothes with warm, 
clean water until they are no longer sudsy and the water that runs off them is clean and 
without bubbles. Finally, let your clothes air dry. You should not hang these clothes to dry, 
as hanging them could cause them to stretch. Instead, lay these delicate clothes flat to dry. 
(WikiHow, n.d.)

To Explain Are you inspired to start a book club of your own? To host meetings full of passionate 
discussions, you’ll need to find the right number of members to join your club. A small 
group of five to eight people is usually an ideal size for a book club—too many members 
can lead to scheduling conflicts, and finding a venue to accommodate a large group can be 
challenging. Spread the word about your club by using social media or post a notice at your 
office, church, or local library to recruit new members. You can even form an online book 
club and find members through a book publisher’s website. (Kilgore, 2012)

To 
Describe

As I contemplated my perfect outfit for a couple of hours and filled my slightly used 
brown bag with a lunch of tangerine slices and peanut butter and pretzels, I was ready for 
my first day of high school. I donned a tattered pair of jean shorts and a multicolored tie-dye 
shirt. I straightened my brown curly ringlets with an iron and organized my new supplies into 
my North Face backpack. Nervousness and excitement swarmed my mind like a thousand 
yellow jackets. I could not be more prepared. I even cleaned my room for some peculiar 
reason, which I rarely decide to do on my own. The only times I have cleaned my room in the 
past were under duress by my parents. (Anonymous, student sample)
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To 
Describe

The next morning, my alarm shrieked, and I sprang out of bed and sprinted to the laundry 
room to refresh myself with clean clothes. After pouring rejuvenating icy water onto my 
face, I spent three full minutes perfecting my pearly whites. I strung floss through each 
opening of my teeth like an artist strings his guitar. Next, I slathered my legs with coconut-
scented lotion and tied my hair into two long braids, each twisted tightly like a shoelace. 
Once I was completely ready and satiated with scrambled eggs and toast, I leaped into 
my brother’s dilapidated car. I was ecstatic to arrive to school in the company of an 
upperclassman, my brother. Unfortunately, the second he deposited me at the school’s front 
steps, he opted to run off with his friends because he obviously did not want to be seen with 
me, a freshman. (Anonymous, student sample) 

To 
Describe

As I finished my second lap, I could feel a stream of sweat dripping down my face. I tried 
to control my cramp, but it wasn’t working so I started sprinting around the algae-colored 
line that framed the track despite the pain. I could feel my heart beating faster than it had 
been on my first lap. My curly brown hair flew in a gesture that caught the light of the sun. 
The jeans I rolled up starting unraveling and as I ran, the scented spring flowers I smelled 
turned into a swirl of a magnificent painting by da Vinci. I started feeling dizzy and boiled 
like a sizzled egg. The thumping of my feet went faster because I was almost finished. My 
partner Diane cheered like a broken siren, which helped to urge me ahead, even though I 
was not feeling at my best. (Anonymous, student sample) 

To 
Describe

A Mother’s Work Is Never Done

Darlings, dearest all of you 
Please admit to me who 
Spilled a drink upon the floor 
Left a naked apple core 
Laying there in the front hall 
Near a forgotten striped ball.

Time and time and once again 
At the very moment when 
Our house seems that it should be clean  
I find a flattened jellybean, 
A hardened orange peel left to rot, 
A dirty, crusty untouched pot, 
A pair of muddied baseball cleats 
A soiled set of twin bed sheets.

“Who’s responsible for this mess?” 
I ask all who live at this address. 
No one comes running fast to claim 
This particular position of fame.

So the mystery remains as to whom 
Should be the one to get the broom 
And clean up this utter disaster 
But mom always does it—just ask her! 

(Glass, unpublished)

To 
Entertain

Once there was a land that lived in fear of seven goblins. They were called the Rainbow 
Goblins, and each had his own color, which was also his name: Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, 
Blue, Indigo, and Violet. Yellow, being the craftiest, was their chief. The goblins lived on 
color—they prowled the valleys and climbed the highest mountains looking for rainbows, 
and when they found one, they caught it in their lassoes, sucked the colors out of it, and 
filled their bellies with its bright liquid.

Only one place in the land had never known goblin-fear—the hidden valley called the 
Valley of the Rainbow, where the great arches of color were born. There the animals still 
lived in paradise.

But the Rainbow Goblins had heard tales of this Valley, and their mouths watered 
whenever they thought of the feast that awaited them there, and so they gathered up their 
lassoes and their pails and set off. (de Rico, 1978, p. 1)
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To 
Entertain

The dark sky, filled with angry, swirling clouds, reflected Greg Ridley’s mood as he sat on 
the stoop of his building. His father’s voice came to him again, first reading the letter the 
principal had sent to the house, then lecturing endlessly about his poor efforts in math. 

“I had to leave school when I was thirteen,” his father had said, “that’s a year younger than 
you are now. If I’d had half the chances you have, I’d. . .” 

Greg sat in the small, pale green kitchen listening, knowing the lecture would end with 
his father saying he couldn’t play ball with the Scorpions. He had asked his father the 
week before, and his father had said it depended on his next report card. It wasn’t often 
the Scorpions took on new players, especially fourteen-year-olds, and this was a chance 
of a lifetime for Greg. He hadn’t been allowed to play high school ball, which he had really 
wanted to do, but playing for the Community Center team was the next best thing. Report 
cards were due in a week, and Greg had been hoping for the best. But the principal had 
ended the suspense early when she sent the letter saying Greg would probably fail math if 
he didn’t spend more time studying. (Myers, n.d.)

To 
Entertain

The day my son Laurie started kindergarten, he renounced corduroy overalls with bibs and 
began wearing blue jeans with a belt. I watched him go off the first morning with the older 
girl next door, seeing clearly that an era of my life was ended, my sweet-voiced nursery-
school tot replaced by a long-trousered, swaggering character who forgot to stop at the 
corner and wave good-bye to me.

He came running home the same way, the front door slamming open, his cap on the floor, 
and the voice suddenly become raucous, shouting, “Isn’t anybody here?”

At lunch, he spoke insolently to his father, spilled his baby sister’s milk, and remarked that 
his teacher said we were not to take the name of the Lord in vain.

“How was school today?” I asked, elaborately casual. 
“All right,” he said.
“Did you learn anything?” his father asked.
Laurie regarded his father coldly. “I didn’t learn nothing,” he said.
“Anything,” I said. “Didn’t learn anything.” (Jackson, 1948, as cited in Jackson, 2010)

To 
Entertain  

Unintended Consequences

The little girl ate chocolate chips and lollipops, 
Pink peppermint ice cream and lemon drops. 
Too bad it’s her toothbrush she’s forgotten, 
Now all her teeth are filthy and rotten. (Glass, unpublished)
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