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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Written Expression Chart

If a student needs help with written expression, offer the following strategies. 

Metacognitive Strategies Comments and Dates

Offer guided step-by-step instruction.

Emphasize the process, not the product.

Provide models.

Provide writing rubrics.

Give interim feedback.

Scaffold as needed using pictures, content-related 
word lists, writing prompts, frames with transitional 
words, open-ended planners, and graphic organizers, 
to compartmentalize thoughts.

Collaborate with gentle writing editors who offer con-
structive writing reviews (for example, self, peer, 
teacher, family).

Conference with students on a regular basis, point-
ing out progress and improvements with specific and 
realistic feedback (for example, introduction, word 
choice, variation of sentence beginnings, details 
included, sequence of thoughts, conclusion).

Empower students with a choice of topics that honor 
both the content and student interests to increase 
writing competency and confidence.

Ensure students realize that written expression is a 
form of communication, to talk on paper and then edit 
those expressions.
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