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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Grade 3 Mexico Lesson

Elementary Lesson

A third-grade class is composed of students with diverse levels of reading, motivation, and attention. 
Some students primarily speak Spanish.

Learning Goal Students learn how the original inhabitants and later explorers influence 
Mexico’s current culture.

Resources Students need the following supplies:

• Pictures that represent Mexican vocabulary and events

• Advanced organizers to compartmentalize notes

• Map of North America

• Template of the Mexican flag 

Cross-Curricular 
Connections 

The subjects this lesson ties in:

History and geography—The class plays a Mexican game that includes facts 
about the Spanish explorers (like Hernán Cortés) and indigenous people (for 
example, Mayans or Aztecs). Students access their text and online websites 
and then move to places in the classroom to mirror the location of Mexican cities 
displayed on a map.

Mathematics and art—Students create a flag of Mexico, cutting out three equal 
rectangles from a larger one. They color the three rectangles green, white, 
and red to mimic the Mexican flag. The teacher offers students a model of the 
national coat of arms to duplicate and place in the center of their flag. Students 
also create pictographs that include images that portray events, people, and 
Mexican culture. 

Reading and writing—Students listen to the following Mexican fairytales: The 
Bear Prince, The Gypsy Queen, and The Forbidden Chamber (American Folkore, 
2014; www.americanfolklore.net). Students cooperatively write a Mexican tale, 
varying in length from one to five paragraphs.

Music—Students listen to Mexican songs from digital recordings on the 
ChildFun website (www.childfun.com).
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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Multitiered System 
of Supports

The following occurs at Tiers 1, 2, and 3.

Tier 1: The teacher gives all students direct instruction on Mexico, with access 
to curriculum-related visuals, digital tools and resources, graphic organizers, 
and whole-class writing strategies.

Tier 2: The teacher gives students who require additional assistance with 
written expression small-group instruction four times a week to help them better 
organize their writing (for example, help to sequence the events in Mexican 
tales, along with grammatical instruction). English learner teacher assists in this 
instruction twice each week and offers collaboration.

Tier 3: Two students who have difficulties with spelling and fine motor skills, in 
addition to the written requirements, need more intervention. The occupational 
therapist offers consult for these students with the cutting requirements. 
Students trace the shapes and figures on the flag instead of drawing freehand.

The co-teacher works with this targeted group on a daily basis for thirty minutes 
to apply spelling rules to the Mexican vocabulary in this lesson and other 
vocabulary. Also, the co-teacher shows students how to use digital writing tools. 
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