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REPRODUCIBLE

Figure 10.7: Team Discussion Tool—Whole-Group Discourse 
Teacher Prompts and Student Sentence Starters

Directions: Which of the following prompts do you currently use for whole-group discourse? List other ideas you 
use that are not in the list. 

Teacher questions to facilitate a discussion in whole-group discourse:
• Do you agree or disagree with         and why?
• Who can add on to what  said?
• What is another way to say what  said?
• , can you repeat what  just said?
• Can you say that in your words?
• Will this strategy always work?

Student sentence starters to support student mathematics talk in whole-group discourse:
• I respectfully agree with         because        .
• I respectfully disagree with         because        .
• I understand what you’re saying, but I have a different idea . . .
• Wait, I’m not sure I understand. Can you repeat what you just said?
• So, I hear you saying . . .
• How did you get that?

List other questioning prompts or student sentence starters that you use:
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