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REPRODUCIBLE

Additional Grade-Level Sample Tasks

Kindergarten

Standard: Decompose numbers less than or equal to 10 into pairs. 
Task: Ask students, “Show me how you would combine pairs of numbers for a sum of 8.” 
(Teacher note: Students first need to determine that there is more than one way to combine pairs of numbers for a 
sum of 8. They might explore using connecting cubes to see that one yellow cube and seven white cubes make eight.)

Standard: Know number names and the count sequence. 
Task: Have students choose a starting number less than 5 and have them represent the number with counters. 
Ask, “Show me the number of counters that represent your starting number, and then add a counter each time 
you name a number, making sure to stop at 11.” 

Standard: Count to tell the number of objects.
Task: To prepare for the task, use 3” × 5” or 4” × 6” index cards, placing stick-on dots in a variety of 
configurations. Flash the cards (like flash cards), asking students, “How many are there?”
(Teacher note: Later on you can extend the activity and ask how many plus one and so on.)

Source: Kanold, T. D. (Ed.), Larson, M. R., Fennell, F., Adams, T. L., Dixon, J. K., Kobett, B. M., & Wray, J. A. 
(2012). Common Core mathematics in a PLC at Work, grades K–2. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press.

Grade 1

Standard: Develop fluency when adding and subtracting within 20.
Task: What are different ways to make 27? Show your thinking.

Standard: Work with addition and subtraction equations.
Task: I have 7 tennis balls. Heather had 8 and lost 1 tennis ball. Do we have the same? Who has more?

Standard: Understand and apply properties of operations and the relationship between addition and subtraction. 
Task: For all 3 problems, show your thinking in the open space.
I had 7 doughnuts, and we ate 5; how many are left?
I have 7 doughnuts, and Mia has 4; how many more doughnuts do I have?
I want 7 cards and have 3; how many more cards do I need?

Source: Kanold, T. D. (Ed.), Larson, M. R., Fennell, F., Adams, T. L., Dixon, J. K., Kobett, B. M., & Wray, J. A. 
(2012). Common Core mathematics in a PLC at Work, grades K–2. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press.

Grade 2

Standard: Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction.
Task: Joan is going camping and needs to carry everything she brings in her backpack. Her tent and sleeping bag 
weigh 13 pounds, her food and water weigh 15 pounds, and her clothes weigh 6 pounds. How much will Joan’s 
pack weigh? Be sure to show your thinking.

Standard: Represent and solve problems involving addition and subtraction.
Task: Last week, Ms. Shey went shopping for supplies for her classroom. She bought 28 pencils, 7 boxes of 
tissues, and 14 bottles of glue. How many items did she buy?

Source: Kanold, T. D. (Ed.), Larson, M. R., Fennell, F., Adams, T. L., Dixon, J. K., Kobett, B. M., & Wray, J. A. 
(2012). Common Core mathematics in a PLC at Work, grades K–2. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press.
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Grade 3

Standard: Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of time intervals in minutes.
Task: Suppose students know that the bus arrives at their home at 6:45 a.m. Students need to develop reasoning 
(and their parents would be grateful!) about how much time is needed for the student to awake and be ready for 
the bus pickup. Is fifteen minutes enough time? Is forty-five minutes enough time? 

Standard: Solve word problems involving multiplication and division.
Task: There are 7 rows of students in the marching band with 5 students in each row. How many students are in 
the marching band? 

Standard: Solve word problems involving multiplication and division.
Task: Sharon went to the ice-cream parlor to get dessert. There were so many flavors to choose from! There 
were 4 rows of ice-cream flavors on the menu board with 9 ice cream flavors listed in each row. How many ice-
cream flavors were there?

Source: Kanold, T. D. (Ed.), Larson, M. R., Fennell, F., Adams, T. L., Dixon, J. K., Kobett, B. M., & Wray, J. A. 
(2012). Common Core mathematics in a PLC at Work, grades 3–5. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press.

Grade 4

Standard: Gain familiarity with factors and multiples.
Task: Peter made the following statement.
“The number 32 is a multiple of 8. That means all of the factors of 8 are also factors of 32.”
Is Peter’s statement correct? In the space below, use numbers and words to explain why or why not.

Source: The Regents of the University of California. (n.d.). Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium. Accessed at www.smarter 
balanced.org on March 7, 2014. 

Standard: Solve multistep word problems using the four operations.
Task: Maria’s father gave her a piece of rope 16.5 meters long and told her she could cut it to make jump ropes 
for herself and her friends. Maria and her friends are in fourth grade. How many jump ropes do you think Maria 
can make?
(Teacher note: Questions that might arise as students work through the task include, What might be the average 
height of a fourth grader? Based on a person’s height, what is a reasonable length for a jump rope for this person? 
Also, the problem solver must consider if jump-rope lengths will be whole-number lengths [2 meters] or lengths 
including fractional parts [1.5 meters].)

Standard: Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fraction having like denominators.
Task: Create a context to accurately represent the expression 4

5  – 1
5

Kanold, T. D. (Ed.), Larson, M. R., Fennell, F., Adams, T. L., Dixon, J. K., Kobett, B. M., & Wray, J. A. (2012). 
Common Core mathematics in a PLC at Work, grades 3–5. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press.Standard: Build 
fractions from unit fractions.

Task: Eva thinks that Q shows 2
4  on the number line. Eva labeled the number line with unit fractions to show how 

she determined her answer.

Q0 1

1
4

1
4

1
4

1
4

Source: The Regents of the University of California. (n.d.). Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium. Accessed at www.
smarterbalanced.org on March 7, 2014.
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Standard: Apply the area and perimeter formulas for rectangles in real world and mathematical problems.
Task: A pizza store makes two sizes of pizza shaped as rectangles. The large pizza is twice as long and twice as 
wide as the small pizza. Fadia ate 3

4  of a small pizza and Lori ate 3
16 of a large pizza. Fadia says she ate more pizza 

because 3
4  is greater than 3

16. Is she correct? Explain your reasoning.

Standard: Apply the area and perimeter formulas for rectangles in real-world and mathematical problems.
Task: Maximum area
There are many rectangles that have a perimeter of 50 inches. How can you find which rectangle with a perimeter 
of 50 inches has the largest area? You might want to try drawing several rectangles and finding their lengths, 
widths, and areas. Use your knowledge and the knowledge of your teammates to find the best answer.

For example:
23 inches

2 inches

50 inches46 inches2

Grade 5

Standard: Divide unit fractions by whole numbers and whole numbers by unit fractions.
Task: Ms. Fox’s class has 24 lbs. of jellybeans to sell to raise money for the class garden. If the class packages 
the jellybeans in bags with 1

4  lb. of jellybeans each, how many packages of jellybeans can students make in all?

Standard: Apply understanding of multiplication and division.
Task: There are twenty-five students, and four students can ride in each car. How many cars are needed to 
transport the students?

Standard: Write and interpret numerical expressions.
Task: At his father’s dry-cleaning business, Charlie evenly divides the number of pants he needs to fold. He folds 
the same number of pants each day of the week. On Saturday, he only has time to fold 8 pairs of pants. For one 
six-day workweek last month, Charlie folded 83 pairs of pants. How many pairs of pants did Charlie fold on each 
day Monday through Friday?
(Teacher note: How might you extend the dry-cleaning problem? You can incorporate Inequalities by asking the 
students to determine the number of pants Charlie would need to fold each day if the total were changed to “at 
least 83 pants” or “at most 83 pants.”)

Standard: Solve word problems involving division of whole numbers. 
Task: Describe how six granola bars could be shared equally among four people. Then, challenge the students to 
find another way to equally share the granola bars.

Standard: Perform operations with multidigit whole numbers and with decimals to hundredths.
Task: This year the whole fifth grade is going to have an end-of-year party together. With your partner, explore options 
for how we could collect the amount of money needed for the fifth-grade end-of-year party that will cost $360.

Standard: Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions.
Task: Create a context to accurately represent the expression 4

5  – 1
2 .

Source: Kanold, T. D. (Ed.), Larson, M. R., Fennell, F., Adams, T. L., Dixon, J. K., Kobett, B. M., & Wray, J. A. 
(2012). Common Core mathematics in a PLC at Work, grades 3–5. Bloomington, IN: Solution Tree Press.
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