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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Sample Grade 5 History Unit

Sample Unit for Grade 5 History / Social Studies:  
Unit of Study Team Planning (With Facilitator Points)

Question 1: What do we want students to know and be able to do? 

Step 1: Identify the priority standards (essential or power) for the unit.

Essential or Power Standards Supporting Standards

Literacy standards:

• Explain the relationships or interactions between 
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts 
in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on 
specific information in the text (RI.5.3).

• Integrate information from several texts on the same 
topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably (RI.5.9).

• Write informative/explanatory texts to examine 
a topic and convey ideas and information clearly 
(W.5.2).

History / social studies standards (California):

• Describe the entrepreneurial characteristics 
of early explorers (for example, Christopher 
Columbus, Francisco Vázquez de Coronado) and 
the technological developments that made sea 
exploration by latitude and longitude possible (for 
example, compass, sextant, astrolabe, seaworthy 
ships, chronometers, gunpowder) (CAHSS 5.2.1).

• Explain the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of 
the explorers, sponsors, and leaders of key European 
expeditions and the reasons Europeans chose to 
explore and colonize the world (for example, the 
Spanish Reconquista, the Protestant Reformation, the 
Counter-Reformation) (CAHSS 5.2.2).

Supporting standards:

• Draw on information from multiple print or 
digital sources, demonstrating the ability to 
locate an answer to a question quickly or 
solve a problem efficiently (RI.5.7).

• Analyze multiple accounts of the same 
event or topic, noting important similarities 
and differences in the point of view they 
represent (RI.5.6).

Question 2 (summative)—How will we know if they have learned it?

Step 2: Discuss evidence of the end in mind (summative measure)—How will you know if students achieved 
these standards? What type of task could they perform or complete by the end of the unit? With what level of 
proficiency? With what type of problem or text (stimulus)?

This means a student would be able to do the following.

Present a piece of writing or multimedia project to demonstrate his or her understanding of the 
entrepreneurial characteristics of early explorers, including the technological development, economic 
influences, and obstacles that impacted their exploration and discoveries.
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Question 3: What are the specific learning targets (bite-sized pieces of learning) that lead to students being 
able to accomplish the unit goals? 

Step 3: Unwrap the essential or power standards.

Learning Targets Assessment Items

What should  
students know?

(Information, definitions, 
processes, concepts, 
main ideas that 
students must know 
or understand)

Students will know:

• The entrepreneurial characteristics 
and motives of early explorers

• The connection between 
sponsoring countries and the 
explorers

• Technological innovations taking 
place that enabled explorers to 
advance in their work

• Motivation and obstacles related to 
the exploration

Big idea: There were economic, 
political, and religious motivations for 
European countries to explore new 
lands. Exploration influenced how the 
New World was settled.

Items include:

• Exit ticket with prompt regarding 
motives

• Tree map of explorers in which 
students are to: Identify their 
sponsoring country for each  
(have blanks there)

• Cause-and-effect graphic organizer 
showing tech development and 
what it allowed (students complete)

Add to tree map.

What should students 
be able to do?

(Performance, skills, or 
actions students must 
do or demonstrate)

Students will:

• Read and extract information from 
credible sources.

• Group, organize, and summarize the 
information gathered from a variety 
of resources.

• Identify the cause-and-effect 
relationship related to the explorers 
and their success, obstacles, or both.

• Present the information in written 
form and in an oral or multimedia 
project.

Items include:

• Google Classroom notes

• Google Classroom outline  
and citations

Add to tree map or outline.

• Exit tickets

• Info writing or presentation rubric

What academic 
language / vocabulary 
should students acquire 
and use? 

generalization, summarize, compare 
and contrast, perspective, expedition, 
navigation, exploration, monarch, 
magnetic compass, astrolabe, 
chronometer, latitude, biography, 
longitude, circumnavigation, 
cartographer, caravel, tributary, trading 
post, charter, settlement
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Question 2 (formative): What evidence will we collect along the way for these learning targets? Where in 
the unit does it make sense to see if our students are learning what we are teaching? What evidence will we 
collect along the way? 

Step 4: Do the following—
• Identify specific targets the team will commonly assess (formatively). The team should collectively monitor 

learning targets that are typically challenging for students.

• Identify or develop brief but aligned assessment items that provide useable evidence to the team about their 
students’ understanding and skill. Discuss the level of proficiency you would expect for the assessment items.

Step 5: Plan the sequence of instruction and the timing for common formative assessments—As the team 
designs the plan, it should include the quality instructional practices that support high levels of student learning. 
(Question 2.5: What are best instructional practices or strategies we will embed in this unit? Where will we 
check in on specific learning targets using our formative assessments?) 

Sequential Plan for Unit Instruction and Monitoring Learning

Days Lessons or Activities 

(What learning targets will you teach? How will you 
teach them?) 

Embedded Assessment 
Checkpoints

(What are the formative and 
summative checkpoints?)

Day 1 Launch activities (individual teacher determination)

Days 2–8 Read the The Age of Exploration with students, available on 
ReadWorks (2016; https://bit.ly/2zDSe8Y). Have students 
work in teams to answer text-dependent questions and 
identify the relationship between specific explorers and 
countries of sponsorship.

Note-taking on Google 
Classroom

Exit ticket

Tree map for explorer 
information

Days 8–13 Continue engaging students in close reads of articles on 
explorers and referencing information in the textbook. Add 
information to a time line and reference a world map.

Discuss information sources and strategies for organizing 
information coming from multiple sources; identify key 
sources to use for gathering information on explorers. 

Students will work online to identify information sources. They 
will identify information on the cause-and-effect relationship 
between entrepreneurial motivation and obstacles getting in 
the way of explorers’ successes.

Updated notes on tree map

Obstacle cause-and-effect 
map

Days 14–19 Discuss organization of informational text and multimedia 
presentations. Have students submit outlines for their infor-
mational presentations and sources on Google Classroom. 

Google Classroom:  
Students submit outline  
and citations.

Days 20–25 Review the rubric with students. Have students continue 
working on informational reports and presentations or 
multimedia projects. Students will revise information based 
on peer and teacher feedback.

Peer review of information 
and feedback using 
the rubric 

Days 25–30 Student presentations and peer rating Grade-level informational 
report scoring rubric

Source for Standards: California Department of Education. (2000, May). History–social science content standards for 
California public schools: Kindergarten through grade twelve. Sacramento: Author. Accessed at www.cde.ca.gov /be/st/ss 
/documents/histsocscistnd.pdf on May 25, 2018. page 3 of 3
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