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REPRODUCIBLE

Continuum for Standards-Based Grading Principle 1—
Individual Assessment

Directions: As an individual, circle each criterion that aligns with your current level of implementation of 
the first standards-based grading principle—grades should communicate students’ current levels of learning 
based on standards. Consider the evidence following the criteria as examples of artifacts you or other team 
members can provide or share with each other as well as other teams in your PLC. Note it is possible to circle 
criteria from multiple categories.

Getting Started Implementing Sustaining
Criteria: Numbers in the 
gradebook are based on 
assessment tasks.

None of my standards are 
based on state, provincial, or 
national standards.

I have not yet taken the time 
to look at the number of stan-
dards I teach in each course 
to see if it is manageable to 
assess and record them all.

When I return an assessment 
to students,  
it usually includes one overall 
score.

Criteria: Some, but not  
all numbers in the gradebook 
are based on standards rather 
than assessment tasks.

Most of my standards are 
based on state, provincial, or 
national standards.

I have looked at the number 
of standards I assess and 
record in each course; how-
ever, I am not yet sure if my 
list is manageable.

When I return an assessment 
to students, it includes a score 
for each standard assessed.

Criteria: All numbers in the 
gradebook are based on 
standards rather than assess-
ment tasks.

All my standards are based on 
state, provincial, or national 
standards.

I regularly review the number 
of standards I assess and 
record in each course, and I 
believe my list is manageable 
for the most part.

When I return an assessment 
to students, it includes a score 
for each standard assessed, 
and I have rewritten these 
standards in a way that 
students and parents can 
understand.

Evidence: Gradebooks 
include assessment  
tasks such as  
homework, quizzes,  
tests, and projects.

Course standards are not yet 
documented or reviewed.

I am not aware of the number 
of standards  
I am assessing.

Completed student assess-
ments indicate one overall 
score.

Evidence: Gradebooks 
include a mix of assessment 
tasks such as homework, 
quizzes, tests, and projects, as 
well as number based upon 
standards. All numbers in 
the gradebook are based on 
standards.

There is written or verbal 
articulation between course 
standards and state, provin-
cial, or national standards.

I have discomfort with the 
number of standards.

Completed student assess-
ments indicate point-based 
scores for each standard.

Evidence: All numbers in 
the gradebook are based on 
standards.

There is written articulation 
between course standards 
and state, provincial, or 
national standards.

I am comfortable with the 
number of standards.

Completed student assess-
ments indicate numbers, such 
as 1–4, based on the level of 
learning for each standard 
(which are written in a parent- 
and student-friendly way).

go.SolutionTree.com/PLCbooks

