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REPRODUCIBLE

Sample Algebra 1/Integrated Mathematics I Unit:  
Linear Functions—Essential Learning Standards

In this example, the standards in the left column present a more formal representation of each essential learning 
standard, often as seen in state standards. The middle column shows the essential learning standards as a 
teacher would write them on an assessment in student-friendly, I can language. The right column unwraps each 
standard into daily learning targets for lesson designing and planning.

Formal Unit Standards
(Generic state standard language)

Essential Learning 
Standards for 

Assessment and 
Reflection

(Student-friendly language)

Daily Learning Targets
What students have to know and be able to do

(Unwrapped standards)

1. For a function that models a linear 
relationship between two quantities, 
interpret key features of graphs and 
tables in terms of the quantities, and 
sketch graphs showing key features 
given a verbal description of the 
relationship. Key features include: 
intercepts; domain and range; slope. 

6a.  Graph linear functions and  
show intercepts. 

I can graph linear 
functions and interpret 
their key features.

• For a function that models a linear relationship 
between two quantities:

 } Interpret key features of graphs
 � Intercepts
 � Domain and range
 � Slope

 } Interpret key features of tables
 } Sketch graphs

• Graph linear functions and show intercepts

2. Calculate and interpret the average 
rate of change of a function 
(presented symbolically or as a table) 
over a specified interval. Estimate 
the rate of change from a graph. 

I can calculate and 
explain the average rate 
of change (slope) of a 
linear function.

• Calculate the average rate of change of a function 
from an equation or table over a specified interval.

• Interpret the average rate of change of a function 
over a specified interval. 

• Estimate the rate of change from a graph.

3. Recognize situations in which one 
quantity changes at a constant rate 
per unit interval relative to another.

4. Interpret the parameters in a linear 
function in terms of a context. 

I can recognize situations 
with a constant rate of 
change and interpret the 
parameters of the function 
related to the context. 

• Identify situations in which one quantity changes at 
a constant rate per unit interval relative to another.

• Interpret the parameters in a linear function in terms 
of a context.

5. Construct linear functions, including 
arithmetic sequences, given a graph, 
a description of a relationship, or two 
input-output pairs (include reading 
these from a table). 

I can construct linear 
functions given a graph, 
description, or two 
ordered pairs.

• Construct linear functions given a:
 } Graph
 } Description of a relationship
 } Two input-output pairs (given or in a table)

• Construct linear functions from arithmetic sequences.

6. Graph functions expressed 
symbolically and show key features 
of the graph, by hand in simple 
cases and using technology for more 
complicated cases. 

b.  Graph piecewise-defined functions, 
including step functions and absolute 
value functions.

I can graph piecewise 
functions, including 
step and absolute value 
functions.

• Graph functions expressed symbolically and show 
key features of the graph.

• Graph functions by hand in simple cases.
• Use technology to graph functions for complicated 

cases.
• Graph piecewise-defined functions, including:

 } Step functions
 } Absolute value functions
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