
Chapter 21: Apply

Technology Integration

This technology integration lesson features the following technology.

• SMART Board

• Google Share

• Google folders

• Microsoft Word

• Google essay templates

• e-portfolios

Digital Integration Task

Apply is the most basic of the learning transfer skills. Just as with mathematics skills, reading skills, and 
laboratory science skills, the consistent application of digital skills enhances deeper learning. You can set 
up apply lessons that challenge students to transfer their digital skills, as well as the creative and critical 
thinking abilities advanced by application of those digital skills, across the curriculum. Go a step beyond 
by asking students to take their familiar digital skills from the very basic use of tools found in Microsoft 
Word or Google Docs to skills accessed and applied via the internet.

Authentic application of what has just been taught is essential to deep learning and mindful transfer to 
new situations. The writing strategy featured with this chapter (page 209) asks you to provide structured 
writing prompts to help students develop their ability to get their thoughts down on paper as quickly as 
possible. Students then can become critical readers of their own writing and make appropriate edits and 
improvements.

As soon as you set up the writing task with the class, begin the assignment for a digital essay or some 
other writing format. Follow the Instruction Strategy for this chapter (page 209) with a simple essay. Use 
your SMART Board to share resources and rubrics to students’ digital devices. You can adapt the process 
and procedures to individuals, small groups, or the whole class.

Grade-Level Digital Variations

The following sections provide grade-level variations for incorporating technology into lessons.

 Elementary Level

Ask students to think about what they most like to do with a friend. Identify key words, and post as long 
a list as you can on the Smartboard. Seek unduplicated answers from as many different students as possible. 
Print the responses in large font so each student can pick one. Show them how to open Microsoft Word 
and print their selected response in size 40 letters. Distribute eight-by-ten-inch pieces of chart paper to each 



student. Have students draw a sketch of themselves playing with a friend, and finish with their signature. 
Post these around the room. In the following days, select one or two pictures and ask the creator to describe 
the scene, explain why they like it, and tell a story of a day when the friends played. Invite the class to give 
a round of applause after each student shares.

  Middle Level

Invite each student to make a list of his or her favorite digital learning tools using the List function in 
Microsoft Word (open the Insert tab, click SmartArt, then List). Ask each student to create a five-column, 
five-row table in the same document. Label the first of the five column headings with “Number” and then 
the next four with the name of a digital writing tool (for example, Twitter, email, blog and six-word stories, 
essay, and so on). Next, ask each student to list four subjects being studied this semester. Ask one student 
to select two numbers from one to four. The other students will take the tool and the subject and write a 
plus or minus comment in the relevant box in the matrix. They will share their final work with you so you 
can select what to show on the SMART Board.

  Secondary Level

Invite your students to create an e-portfolio using a website (for example, www.weebly.com/online 
-portfolio?c=mkt_w_chnl:semnb_geo:US_prtnr:ggl_camp:G-S-PRTF-EM-US_campid:1528794144
_ag:Portfolio) or on Google (see www.instructables.com/id/Eportfolio-With-Google-Sites/). Students will
use this to collect their e-work artifacts, rubrics, and assessments throughout a semester or year.


