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R E P R O D U C I B L E

Reading Response Scale

Readers navigate complex, discipline-specific texts for the purposes of understanding the important explicit and implicit 
information, interpreting meaning, drawing conclusions, solving problems, or creating new information.

Reading Features

4
Comprehension: Demonstrates an in-depth interpretation of the text by isolating relevant implicit and explicit 
information, isolating challenges, gaps, or conflicts within the text, analyzing the author’s purpose and text 
structure, and acknowledging different interpretations and offering concise supporting evidence

Interpretation: Elicits concise information from the text to interpret significant concepts; to make solid, defensible 
judgments about the reasoning and main ideas related to the text; to challenge the ideas, implied bias, or 
distortions with clear rationale or arguments; and to develop in-depth inferences and personal insights as a result 
of the text

Annotation: References readily available text annotations that include short notes, paraphrased ideas, key 
questions, important terms, and significant quotes

Integration: Makes elaborate and valid text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections independently 
using relevant and accurate text references

3
Comprehension: Demonstrates an accurate interpretation of the text by isolating relevant implicit and explicit 
information and summarizing in his or her own words, acknowledging different interpretations and offering 
supportive evidence

Interpretation: Elicits information from the text to interpret significant concepts; to make solid, defensible 
judgments about the reasoning and main ideas related to the text; and to develop valid inferences and personal 
insights as a result of the text

Annotation: References readily available text annotations that include short notes, paraphrased ideas, key 
questions, important terms, and significant quotes

Integration: Makes valid text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections, independently using relevant 
and accurate text references

2
Comprehension: Demonstrates partial understanding of the text by isolating relevant explicit information and 
summarizing in his or her own words; may be some early understanding of implicit information

Interpretation: Uses key information from the text to determine quality of the messaging; may form some 
defensible judgements or valid inferences about the text

Annotation: References some short notes, key questions, important terms, and significant quotes but may draw 
on the features that are not always the most relevant or significant

Integration: Makes some text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections, but may require prompting or 
cues to see connections

1
Comprehension: Struggles to understand the explicit information within the text

Annotation: Identifies difficult words and offers more questions than answers regarding important ideas in 
the text

*Note: Interpretation and integration are virtually impossible if comprehension is missing. 
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