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Communication-Scoring Rubric for Elementary Grades

Aspect Initiating Developing Achieving Advancing

Engaging 
in Formal 
Discussions 
or Informal 
Conversations

Listening: Has to be invited to 
listen repeatedly and needs to be 
reminded of what was said

Comprehending: Struggles to 
grasp the speaker’s or the group’s 
main ideas; new information 
might overwhelm or distract 
from engaging further in the 
conversation

Contributing: Must be 
prompted to ask or answer 
questions or add new ideas or 
opinions so the contributions are 
forced and not used to check 
personal understanding

Interacting: Does not respond 
well to feedback or input by all 
speakers; may need to be advised 
repeatedly to change behavior 
(interrupting, proximity, volume, 
rate, gestures, and so on) so 
everyone can be comfortable or 
have equal sharing time

Listening: Pays attention to 
what others are saying sometimes 
and demonstrates some listening 
behaviors (like nodding) but is 
impatient to add and cuts others 
off as a result

Comprehending: Understands 
most of the speaker’s or the 
group’s main ideas; may require 
repeats or clarifications of new 
information as it is shared

Contributing: Asks and 
answers questions naturally 
but contributions may seek 
to understand or add to the 
conversation; adds new ideas 
or opinions that support the 
conversation

Interacting: Responds well to 
most feedback or input (especially 
by the teacher, but not as much 
by peers); changes behavior when 
reminded but generally is not 
self-aware and might dominate 
the discussion

Listening: Pays attention to what 
others are saying and demonstrates 
listening behaviors (waiting turns, 
nodding, adding to what was said 
before, and so on)

Comprehending: Understands 
the speaker’s or the group’s 
main ideas and can address new 
information as it is shared

Contributing: Asks questions 
to check personal understanding; 
answers questions during a 
discussion; adds new ideas 
or opinions that support the 
conversation

Interacting: Responds positively 
to feedback or input by all 
speakers and changes behavior 
(proximity, volume, rate, gestures, 
and so on) as needed so everyone 
is comfortable; invites others 
to participate

Listening: Pays attention to what 
others are saying and sometimes 
identifies the feelings or subtext 
behind a message based on how it 
is said; remains attentive

Comprehending: Understands 
the speaker’s or the group’s main 
ideas and can link ideas from 
one speaker or source to the 
next; makes new connections to 
emerging information and shares 
understanding with others

Contributing: Asks questions 
to check personal understanding; 
answers questions to improve the 
speaker or group’s understanding; 
links the ideas of others or adds 
thoughtful ideas or opinions that 
enhance the conversation

Interacting: Responds positively 
and even seeks feedback or input 
from all speakers or groups; does 
not require prompts to change 
behavior; naturally seeks to 
engage everyone

Source: Adapted from Catalina Foothills School District. (2016). Communication rubric, grades K–2. Accessed at https://cfsd16.org/application/files/2715/2989 
/2798/K-12_COMMUNICATION_2018.pdf on May 29, 2018.
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