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Self-Assessment Form for the Creative Process

Initiating Developing Achieving Advancing

Preparation

Prepares by identifying 
an area of curiosity for 
further investigation

I used one of the 
teacher-created problems 
or themes. 

I took one of the teacher-offered 
problems or themes, but I changed 
it so it was a little different and 
matched more closely to something 
I was interested in.

I picked an area of great curiosity 
for me because I wanted to explore 
that problem or theme to see if I 
could find a way to address it.

I picked an area of great curiosity 
for me. I have always been curious 
about my topic, and I’m already 
excited about a plan for many 
different places to go to deepen my 
knowledge on the subject. I really 
believe I can find a way to address 
it.

Incubation

Incubates ideas by 
synthesizing, imagining, 
and constructing 
possibilities

I used the teacher-
created materials and 
filled in all details when 
asked.

I gathered a lot of additional 
information, but I was unable to 
connect the very different ideas. 
Once I gathered everything, I was a 
little overwhelmed and had trouble 
figuring out my next step.

I gathered lots of relevant 
and accurate materials and 
information and organized things 
into categories so I could begin 
making meaningful connections. 
I used charts and graphs to show 
how ideas related. I made some 
interesting connections between 
very different ideas.

I gathered lots of relevant 
and accurate materials and 
information and organized things 
into categories so I could begin 
making meaningful connections. 
I used charts and graphs to show 
related ideas. I moved ideas around 
into different categories and 
played with multiple interesting 
connections between very different 
ideas.

I have lots of new possibilities 
emerging at this point.

Illumination

Illuminates ideas with 
insights or epiphanies

I found and used a 
theme or solution I liked 
from another source. 
I had ideas, but didn’t 
really create them.

My ideas all seemed to fit together 
well so my conclusion was very 
logical and maybe even a little 
predictable.

I was passionate and committed in 
my pursuit. I tried lots of strategies 
and different ways of thinking 
about things. I let my imagination 
run wild, and I had lots of really 
interesting ideas start to emerge. 
I had an aha moment that was 
pretty exciting.

I was passionate and I let my 
imagination run wild, and I had 
lots of really interesting ideas start 
to emerge. I also considered the 
insights of others and played with 
trying to connect all of those ideas. 
I had a eureka moment, and am 
certain my idea is very original and 
will only continue to improve.
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Verification

Pursues input and 
feedback on efforts. 
Seeks to understand 
whether or not a 
potential solution is 
worth pursuing based 
on plausibility or 
appreciation from others

The teacher gave 
me feedback about 
my project, and I 
followed all of those 
recommendations to 
improve it.

I tried to get feedback from my 
teacher and my friends so I could 
determine if I had a workable 
project and followed their 
recommendations so I could make 
it better.

I tried to get lots of feedback, from 
my teacher, my peers, and even 
people outside school. I found 
people who liked and disliked 
my project and using all that 
information, I tried to make all 
the right improvements so I could 
make the best project imaginable. 
I kept trying until satisfied with my 
outcome.

I tried to get lots of feedback, from 
my teacher, my peers, and even 
people considered experts outside 
school. Once I made connections 
with those people, I returned a few 
different times to get their new 
perspective after each revision. 
I found people who liked and 
disliked my project and using all 
that information, I tried to make all 
the right improvements so I could 
make the best project imaginable.

I am proud of the outcome.

Implementation

Implements idea, 
moving it from a 
concept to a reality

I shared my project as 
a picture or model of 
what it could really be 
someday.

My project is not working or not 
polished quite yet.

My project is completed and 
perfected. I can display or use it 
successfully.

My project is completed but not 
perfected. I can display or use it 
successfully, but I have some ideas 
about improvements or next steps 
that I’d still like to try in the future.
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