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R E P R O D U C I B L E

“What-Ifs” Surrounding Social Media’s Role  
in Nicole Lovell’s Death

Parents sometimes have a difficult choice to make when it comes to social media. These choices often come 
in the light of horribly tragic events like the death of Nicole Lovell, a student in West Virginia. As it turns out, 
she met one of her killers via the social media app Kik Messenger.

Parents are often exposed to this sad side of social media, and as such, base much of their opinions and 
actions on this kind of story. The what-ifs in this article build a foundation for what can be very meaningful 
and proactive discussions about social media between parents and their children.

More Resources
Use the following resources to conduct your research.

• “Internet Safety Education: 10 Questions Parents Should Be Asking” (Graber, 2016a): www 
.huffingtonpost.com/diana-graber/internet-safety-education_b_9695250.html

• “10 Pros and Cons of Social Media” (TopTenSM Staff, n.d.): www.toptensocialmedia.com/social 
-media-social-buzz/10-pros-and-cons-of-social-media

• “Facebook, Instagram, and Social” (Common Sense Media, n.d.): www.commonsensemedia.org 
/social-media

Discussion Questions
Use the following questions to facilitate your classroom discussion.

• How do your parents feel about social media? How is it regulated in your home?

• Who do you know who has been threatened or bullied on social media? What could you do to help 
prevent this in the future?

• What would you do to educate or persuade your parents to see social media in a more positive light?

• How can you and your parents work together to keep safe on social media, and encourage others to 
do the same?

Global Digital Citizen Assessment Framework
Use this four-phase assessment framework to establish the connection between digital citizenship and 
respect and responsibility for oneself.

1. Phase 1 (awareness, connection, remembering): Has an awareness of some of the online risks and 
appropriate strategies for personal online safety; sometimes takes steps to protect him- or herself

2. Phase 2 (understanding, applying): Frequently applies appropriate strategies in his or her online 
behavior and to minimize exposure to risk; takes some steps to protect his or her integrity, privacy, 
data, or identity; sometimes seeks support or reports abuse

3. Phase 3 (analyzing, evaluating): Is often considerate of his or her online behavior; takes steps to protect 
his or her integrity, privacy, data, and identity; analyzes and evaluates his or her situation and takes steps 
to minimize his or her exposure to risk; often seeks support and reports abuse to relevant authorities
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4. Phase 4 (evaluating, creating): Shows regular deliberation and consideration of his or her online 
behavior; takes all suitable steps to protect his or her integrity, privacy, data, and identity; evaluates 
his or her situation and is both proactive and reactive toward minimizing his or her exposure to risk; 
seeks support and reports abuse to relevant authorities

Discussion and Assessment Debrief
After conversation, students develop their own opinions about the assessment.

• How did you evaluate this line from the assessment framework and why?

• How does the line from the assessment framework fit into the conversation?

• What does it mean for us? For the community? For the world?
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