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How Authors Pick Their Words

After reading this passage aloud, ask students to highlight the words that mean hit and move 
and write them in the boxed areas.

Source: A Princess of Mars, by Edgar Rice Burroughs. Kindle Edition, p. 16.

List Words That Mean Move:

List Words That Mean Hit:

My beast had an advantage in his first hold,  

having sunk his mighty fangs far into the breast of his 

adversary; but the great arms and paws of the ape . . .  

had locked the throat of my guardian and slowly 

were choking out his life, and bending back his head 

and neck upon his body. . . . In accomplishing this the 

ape was tearing away the entire front of its breast, 

which was held in the vise-like grip of the powerful 

jaws. . . . Presently I saw the great eyes of my beast 

bulging completely from their sockets and blood 

flowing from its nostrils . . . Suddenly I came to myself 

and, with that strange instinct which seems ever to 

prompt me to my duty, I seized the cudgel, which had 

fallen to the floor at the commencement of the bat-

tle, and swinging it with all the power of my earthly 

arms I crashed it full upon the head of the ape, crush-

ing his skull as though it had been an eggshell.  

Without more ado, therefore, I turned to meet the 

charge of the infuriated bull ape. He was now too 

close upon me for the cudgel to prove of any effec-

tive assistance, so I merely threw it as heavily as I 

could at his advancing bulk. It struck him just below 

the knees, eliciting a howl of pain and rage, and so 

throwing him off his balance that he lunged full upon 

me with arms wide stretched to ease his fall. Again, 

as on the preceding day, I had recourse to earthly 

tactics, and swinging my right fist full upon the point 

of his chin I followed it with a smashing left to the pit 

of his stomach. The effect was marvelous, for, as I 

lightly sidestepped, after delivering the second blow, 

he reeled and fell upon the floor doubled up with 

pain and gasping for wind.
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