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Check With Your Moral Compass

Source: Adapted from www.csriu.org/cyberbully/docs/disinhibition.pdf.

Scenario 1

You are sitting around the computer with a group of friends at a Friday night sleepover
when one of the boys asks, “Who don’t we like? Who can we mess with?”

Someone suggests a girl who walks with a limp. For some time, this girl has been trying
to become part of your group but has been excluded because some think she is weird.

When you all discover that the girl is online, the boy sets up a fictitious screen name and
sends the girl an instant message that says, “Nice moves in gym class yesterday. Walk
much?”

You start to laugh along with the others but feel a bit uncomfortable.

Check With Your Moral Compass

What factors have influenced your response?

What else could you have done?

What would you do if this really happened to you?
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Scenario 2

You are online, and a friend tells you about a blog that was set up to make fun of a
student you like at school. You know you shouldn’t open it, but you are in your room
alone so you visit the site and add some nasty comments because you think no one will

know.

Check With Your Moral Compass

What factors have influenced your response?

What else could you have done?

What would you do if this really happened to you?
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Scenario 3

Your friend sends you a DVD that you know is a pirated copy, but you really want a copy
for yourself, so you use it and hide it in your room.

Check With Your Moral Compass

What factors have influenced your response?

What else could you have done?

What would you do if this really happened to you?
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Student’s Own Scenario

Students develop their own scenarios and write in the following space.

Check With Your Moral Compass

What factors have influenced your response?

What else could you have done?

What would you do if this really happened to you?
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