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Architecture Lesson Extensions and Options 

Developing an Argument: 
 Using all the information gathered throughout the process of researching ancient 

Greek temples (on the mind maps described on pages 97–99), students read an 
article (http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/topstories/2007-08-02-
3099715734_x.htm) about how an art deco building and another building are 
being demolished to make way for a new museum to house ancient sculptures that 
were once part of the Parthenon. 

 Students then develop an argument, taking one side of the argument—pro or 
con/for or against the demolishing of the buildings. 

 Students put themselves into the role of Greek citizens when they argue for or 
against demolition. Here they might bring in the history of democracy and how it 
is reflected in the art and architecture of civilizations. 

 Students might develop a list of reasons why they are for or against the 
demolition, and the lists can then be assessed. 

 After students create a list of reasons, they should research the list to find 
evidence that supports their reasons. As the teacher, you might make this a 
learning moment by asking students why they need research to back up their 
claims. 

 After giving some feedback about the students’ research, ask them if there is 
anything else they should find out to support their reasons. 

Developing Conclusions: 
 Students could develop a debate taking one side or the other (from the 

argumentation extension activity). 
 Ask students to compare and contrast an ancient Greek agora to a modern day 

mall. You might use all the teaching and learning steps in the mind map activity 
and above for this activity. 

 Ask students to compare and contrast the ideas of “form follows function” and 
“function follows form” illustrating examples and developing an argument or 
persuasive essay. 

Writing Extensions: 
 Ask students if they see any patterns or relationships between a particular Greek 

temple and a modern building. Explain and discuss the patterns and relationships 
(using writing and class discussion). 

 Have students describe, giving examples, the patterns and relationships in other 
architectural structures and buildings (just architectural elements) compared to 
other ancient Greek temples. 
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 Compare and contrast an ancient Greek theater to a modern day theater. Include 
illustrations, pictures, and so on, to support the writing. 

 Ask students how they determined which similarities and differences were 
important enough to consider and then explain their comments. 

 Compare and contrast historical events around the time the Acropolis in Athens 
was built to the historical events in 1818 when the Second Bank of the United 
States was built. 

 Students can design, draw, or build a temple dedicated to them. What message 
does it send? Explain why by describing the temple. 

 Give each student a part of an ancient Greek temple. Have the student construct a 
3-D model. Put the models together to construct a new Greek temple. This might 
be done using a 3-D modeling computer program. 

 Ask students to write to the prompt: Man is the measure of all things. Or have 
students replace the word man with their name. Ask students to illustrate this 
phrase by giving examples or drawing. 

 Create and design a journal written by an ancient Greek mouse that lived at the 
Parthenon (or another temple). 

 Use the writing strategy RAFT—for example: 
o R = Role—You are one of the steps at the Parthenon. 
o A = Audience—The citizens of ancient Greece 
o F = Format—A letter 
o T = Topic—You are complaining about the amount of foot traffic that 

walks on you (such as the ancient philosophers). 
 Tell students to pretend they are one of the many sculptures around the world that 

is not on display at the museums in Athens, although they belong at the 
Parthenon. They must research the sculpture and write a story based on the idea 
that they want to go back to the Parthenon to live. What happened? Why are they 
not at the Parthenon? Or students can write a persuasive essay on the same topic 
or theme. 

Thinking About Your Thinking: 

Ask students what kind of thinking they did during the extensions listed above by 
describing the kinds of questions which stood out to them, how they might use this kind 
of thinking in school, at home, and so on, and what did their process of thinking look like 
by describing it? 

Evaluating and Connecting Student Thinking: 

Completing thinking maps as described on pages 97–99 in the book can be an evaluative 
exercise with the addition of any of the extension assignments listed above. By using 
these lessons as prequels to other lessons, students’ gain prior knowledge that then 
transfers to the new lesson. 
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Additional Activities for Immediate Thinking: 

Ask students to show a classmate or a parent three to five parts of the Parthenon. Students 
should ask their peer or parent to describe the part, tell what they think the part is called, 
and what they think the purpose of the part is. Then, students should show their peer or 
parent a picture of the Roman Colosseum and old Bush Stadium, not revealing what they 
are or where these buildings are located. The peer or parent then tells the student 
everything they see that is similar and what is different. Students can then ask the peer or 
parent questions from the Thinking About Your Thinking section above. 

Synthesizing: 

Students reflect on, rethink, and analyze what they have learned, synthesizing the 
material by considering questions and completing activities such as the following: 

 How do the sculptures and architecture at the Parthenon reflect the “Athenian 
view”? The Parthenon was constructed as a monument for Athenian democracy 
under the financial watch of every citizen. It was also a personal monument to 
Pericles, the leader of Athens. Compare and contrast how and why a monument 
could be built for an individual and an entire city. 

 Acropolis means “high city.” It was the central feature of most Greek cities. The 
Athenian Acropolis was the oldest section of Athens. Major civic buildings sent 
the message of democracy. Discuss why major buildings still send that message. 

 Some of the temples at the Acropolis were destroyed by the Persians (now 
modern day Iraq) in 480. The foundations lie beneath the present Parthenon. 
Ancient Greek armies swore in an oath not only to fight to the death but also not 
to rebuild the temples that were destroyed. Place yourself in this position as a 
Persian warrior. Explain why you agree or disagree with the oath. Do not 
concentrate all your efforts and thinking about fighting to the death. You might 
also explain why the warriors swore they wouldn’t rebuild the temples. 

 Research the design of the Parthenon and how it was built. Write to the idea of 
form follows function or function follows form. 

 Find a map of ancient Athens and the Athenian agora. Imagine you are living and 
shopping in ancient Athens. Feel the city. Here, day-to-day activities are ongoing, 
the markets are bustling with people, you can smell olives and oils and other 
scents from around the world, hear laughter, talking, and so on. Write the story 
from your viewpoint and make the reader feel as if they were there with you. 
Make references to major architectural structures and buildings. 
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Generating New Thinking: 

Students will form a rich understanding after completing the unit in Greek architecture 
and then transfer their knowledge to the next unit on Roman art. Before the unit on 
Rome, ask students to make predictions about how or why the art and architecture might 
change, including how the Greeks impacted the city planners of ancient Rome. 

 

Source: Some parts adapted from Swartz, R., & Parks, S. (1994). Infusing the teaching of critical and 

creative thinking into content instruction. Pacific Grove, CA: Critical Thinking Books & Software.  2013 

by Christina Steffen. 
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