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A Summary of Shifts in the CCSS 

Shift
Implications for Designing and 

Delivering Instruction
Implications for Designing and 

Delivering Assessment

We want students to persist when 
problems get challenging. 

Instruction should focus on 
empowering students with strate-
gies for breaking down difficult text, 
mathematics problems, or other 
information so that they can clearly 
understand the content.

Assessments should require high-
level thinking and problem solv-
ing. Novel problems should be 
provided. 

We want students to demonstrate 
deep understanding of a variety 
of increasingly complex texts to 
gain information from a number 
of resources, including those that 
are digital. We want them to persist 
when text becomes challenging.

Discussions should be driven by a 
variety of texts that engage stu-
dents at a high level. Instruction 
should provide a balance of text 
types with increasing complexity 
and a shift to the use of informa-
tional text as students advance in 
the grades. This focus on text com-
plexity needs to be embedded in 
all content areas at all grade levels. 

Assessments should utilize mul-
tiple pieces and types of text with 
increasing complexity. Students 
should be required to reference 
and analyze text in critical reading. 
This requires a shift from student 
text-to-self questions to more text-
dependent assessment questions 
in which students have to dig into 
the reading to answer questions 
and make appropriate inferences. 
Assessment tasks should require 
students to conduct close reading 
of complex texts.

We want students to know the why 
behind what they are learning and 
to have the experience of using 
what they learn to solve real-life 
issues whenever possible.

Instruction should allow students 
more time for in-depth experiences 
to develop deeper conceptual 
understanding. 

Assessments should focus less on 
formulas and algorithms and more 
on having students explain their 
thinking or showing it within the 
context of real-life issues. 

We want students to integrate a 
number of skills and apply them 
in realistic contexts beyond the 
classroom. 

Instruction should expose students 
to complex scenarios, problems, 
and projects that require them to 
integrate a number of skills in a 
more realistic context. 

Rather than only assessing skills in 
isolation, the assessment process 
should incorporate integrated tasks 
that require students to demon-
strate application of multiple stan-
dards and resolve an authentic or 
realistic problem. Students should 
be expected to conduct research 
and write reports based on their 
findings.

We want students to think at 
high levels, create, innovate, and 
communicate. We want them to 
research, investigate, and commu-
nicate their findings.

Instruction should place less focus 
on the right answer and more 
emphasis on engaging students in 
the development of creative and 
innovative solutions to problems.

Assessments should place more 
emphasis on performance tasks 
that provide opportunities for stu-
dents to demonstrate creativity and 
innovation. 
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