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RTI Elements Guiding Questions Implementation Ideas

1.  High-quality instruction and 
intervention are matched to student 
need, demonstrated through scientific 
research and practice to produce 
high learning rates for most students. 
Individual responses are assessed 
and modifications to instruction and 
intervention goals are made depending 
on results with individual students.

How might we use co-teach-
ing to provide high-quality 
instruction and intervention 
for all of our students?

2.  Learning rate and level of performance 
are the primary sources of information 
used in ongoing decision making. 
These refer to a student’s growth in 
achievement or behavior competencies 
over time compared to prior levels of 
performance and peer-growth levels.

How can our collaborative 
practice support our desired 
learning rate and level of per-
formance goals?

3.  Important educational decisions—
about intensity and likely duration of 
interventions—are based on individual 
student response to instruction 
across multiple tiers of interventions. 
Decisions about the necessity of 
more intense interventions, including 
eligibility for special education, come 
from special education or other 
services.

How can we collaborate to 
ensure that educational deci-
sions are based on individual 
responses across multiple tiers 
of intervention?

4.  A three-tier model of school supports 
provides academic and behavioral sys-
tem supports:

Tier 1—Core instruction for all students

Tier 2—Targeted group interventions

Tier 3—Intense, individual interventions

Discuss with your partner how 
you might use the three tiers 
of support in your collabora-
tive practice.

Sources: National Association of State Directors of Special Education. (2008). Response to Intervention: Blueprints for 
Implementation. Accessed at www.nasdse.org/Portals/0/DISTRICT.pdf; National Research Center on Learning Disabilities. 
(2005). Responsiveness to Intervention in the SLD Determination Process. Accessed at www.osepideasthatwork.org 
/toolkit/pdf/RTI_SLD.pdf on June 16, 2011.
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