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REPRODUCIBLE

Using Digital Tools: Questions for Consideration

Digital tools provide great potential to support a systematic, sustainable K–12 vocabulary program. In addition to 
the more traditional tools and strategies presented elsewhere in this book, digital tools can expand your repertoire of 
strategies and provide variety for review and practice of general and academic vocabulary. With the addition of a visual 
component, these tools hold great promise for English learners as well.

We know that multiple exposures to words are key to learning them well enough to use them when speaking and 
writing, and practice, review, and games support long-term retention. A 21st century toolbox of vocabulary strategies 
must include digital tools and apps that support engaging, differentiated practice.

Consider the following questions individually or discuss them with colleagues or in literacy leadership team settings.

Teachers
• Digital tools are becoming commonplace across classrooms and schools. How do you integrate digital tools into 

direct instruction? What about independent learning?
• If you are new to integrating digital tools, consider using a planning tool such as the Technology Integration 

Planning Cycle for Literacy and Language Arts (Hutchison & Woodward, 2014) to guide your thinking as you 
select tools to align to standards and instructional goals.

• Select one tool or app from appendix A and get to know it well, signing on and experiencing it as a student 
would. For instance, many teachers we’ve worked with started with something as easy as Free Rice, which 
has sixty different levels of English vocabulary. They tested the bottom ten or fifteen levels, answered a few 
questions, and were then able to determine what level to place their students on. Once you’ve gotten the hang 
of your chosen tool, you could use the site with individuals, small groups, or even the whole class and see how 
your students do.

• We challenge you to select one tool from each of the following categories—reference tools, word clouds, 
games and review, concept maps, word walls, and SAT and ACT preparation—and begin integrating them into 
independent word learning and practice. Which tools or apps will you choose from each category?

• Consider reserving a place on your classroom blog or newsletter where students can review the apps and digital 
tools they find most helpful. Early adopters can demonstrate the tools for other students, describing the features 
they use and how they have helped support word learning.

Literacy Leadership Teams
• Which digital tools listed in appendix A does your school already use? If your school uses them successfully, how 

can you help spread the good news?
• How can you help familiarize all teachers with the tools and apps in appendix A?
• Preview several apps and digital tools. Which ones would you introduce to staff first? Why? How could you 

introduce them?
• Is there a category of apps and tools (reference, review, and so on) that you deem easier to integrate or introduce 

to teachers? If so, begin there, and introduce a few in a staff meeting or professional development session.
• Host a Twitter chat where teachers can share feedback, support, and classroom examples with one another and 

educators worldwide to build their repertoire of tools and classroom applications.
• Which tools might you recommend to parents? How can you communicate with them that these particular tools are 

useful? Is there anything else you can do to support families in using these tools to enhance incidental word learning?
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