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REPRODUCIBLE

Chapter 1 Questions for Reflection

Reflecting on your reading is an opportunity to evaluate and deepen your understanding, gain additional 
insight, and apply what you have read to your own specific context (Costa & Kallick, 2008). Whether you 
are an educator or parent, we encourage you to use these questions for personal reflection or to prompt 
discussion with colleagues and friends if you are reading the book together with the goal of understanding 
and improving mathematics learning in your local schools.

Questions for Educators

1. How are mathematics data and achievement shared in your local school, district, and state? Do 
you know how students in your school are performing in mathematics as compared to other stu-
dents at the national level?

2. Are all students in your school achieving at high levels? Which student groups aren’t performing to 
their potential? What instructional modifications and supports might you provide? What professional 
development do teachers need in order to build positive mathematical identities for all students?

3. What is your state’s performance on the NAEP in mathematics? How does that performance com-
pare to performance on the state mathematics test? Does your school provide this information to 
all parents? 

Questions for Parents

1. Do you think expectations for mathematics achievement are high enough in your child’s school? 
What can you do to support higher expectations for mathematics in your school?

2. If some parents in your child’s school do not support increased expectations for mathematics, how 
would you communicate to those parents the need to raise mathematics performance standards 
for every student?

3. Are you surprised that, by some measures, mathematics achievement in the United States is the 
highest it has ever been? Do you think other parents and adults in your community are aware of 
the progress that has been made since standards-based reforms were implemented in the 1990s? 
How might you communicate this information to them? 
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