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REPRODUCIBLE

Figure 2.20
Sample Formative Assessment Strategies for Your Classroom

Formative Assessment Description

Written feedback When students are given a task, the teacher provides specific 
written comments to guide student thinking and action.

Teacher observation while walking 
around

The teacher observes and listens to student conversations and uses 
questioning prompts and strategies to push student thinking or 
support student thinking.

Questioning—Whole group or small 
group

Teacher may ask questions such as the following:

“Why?”

“Could you explain it another way?”

“How does this connect with                ?”

Exit slips The teacher uses a specific question or task that ties to content from 
the class. (Keep higher-level cognitive demand on these questions). 

However, for the exit slip to be formative, there must be student 
action on the feedback provided.

Voting Individual students or small groups of students vote to answer a 
question the teacher poses. Voting can involve such tools as:

+ Whiteboards

+ Clickers with interactive whiteboards

+  Websites like Poll Everywhere (www.polleverywhere.com) or 
Infuse Learning (www.infuselearning.com)

In the aftermath of the vote, students must take action and make 
corrections as needed. 

Peer feedback through group work When given higher-level-cognitive-demand tasks that require 
collaboration with a group, students can use each other for 
feedback, support, and in-time action.

Voting with your feet The teacher poses agree or disagree questions. Students move to 
either side of the room to indicate whether they agree or disagree, 
and then they self-correct as needed. 

Nonverbal check Using a scale of 1–5, students hold up the number of fingers to their 
chest to indicate their comfort level with the content.

Using thumbs-up and thumbs-down turns this strategy into a 
formative learning activity based on immediate response to the vote.

Quizzes When using unit quizzes or homework quizzes, there must be 
student follow-up action based on the results to make this formative. 
A quiz retake process helps support student action on the data with 
teacher feedback for each standard. 

A learning management system (like 
Google Forms, Schoology, Edmodo, 
and so on)

Students take online quizzes and get their results immediately, and 
the teacher can see all student results. The teacher can use this for 
a quick student regroup to then re-engage students in specific areas 
of weakness. Students would also need to take action to make 
corrections. 

Online discussion forums (like 
Schoology, Edmodo, Socrative, 
TodaysMeet, and so on)

Students participate in online classroom discussions where they 
share their thinking, read classmate explanations, and learn from 
each other. 
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