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REPRODUCIBLE

Figure 2.18
Planning for the Formative Assessment Process Example—Grade 7

Grade: 7 

Essential learning standards: 7.NS and 7.EE—I can describe how quantities represented in different forms 
within an expression are related.

1. In order to determine the product (9.7)(–2), Alan decided to try (10 – 0.3)(–2). Is this an equivalent 
expression?

a. Justify why this will or will not work.

b.  What is another equivalent expression he could have used in order to evaluate 9.7(–2)?

2. Given a square fenced yard, as shown in the picture, write four different numerical expressions to find 
the total number of tiles in the border. Show how each of the expressions relates to the diagram and 
demonstrate that the expressions are equivalent. Which expression do you think is most useful? Justify 
your reasoning.

Numerical Expressions

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Which Mathematical Practice 
can students best develop 
proficiency in by working on 
this task? Why?

What types of scaffolding 
questions can you ask 
students to help guide their 
work on this task?

What can you learn about the 
mathematics that students 
know when they work on this 
task?

What can you learn about the 
mathematics that challenges 
students when they work on 
this task?

How do you plan to provide 
feedback to student solution 
pathways and explanations?

What changes will you make 
to the task the next time you 
use it in instruction?

What type of student 
responses demonstrate deep 
understanding as a result of 
engaging in this task?

How will you ensure all 
students take action on your 
feedback during the task?

Source: Tasks adapted from Schaumburg School District 54, Schaumburg, Illinois.
Source for standards: National Governors Association Center for Best Practices & Council of Chief State School Officers. (2010). 
Common Core State Standards for mathematics. Washington, DC: Authors. Accessed at www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI 
_Math%20Standards.pdf on February 7, 2014. (See pp. 48, 49.)
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