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FIGURE 14.6: 
Types of Text Structures and How to Identify Them

This chart displays six different text structures—ways an author can organize the text he or 
she writes. In addition to these six text structures, there are many others. However, if you 
understand these, you will be able to identify the text structure in most of the texts you read. 
Knowing the text structure is essential to understanding what you read. More importantly, the 
text structure will help as you organize your thoughts to write about a text as well as retain the 
information and ideas you read about.

Type of Text 
Structure and 

Example 

Word Clues to Help You 
Identify a Text Structure

Content Clues to Help You Identify 
a Text Structure 

Descriptive 

“In the Courtyard” 
(page 126)

Look for the following words or 
terms: one, two, three; or first, 
second, third; to begin with; 
or finally. The author may also 
use terms like for example, for 
instance, including, or to illustrate. 

The author provides details, 
examples, and descriptions in order 
to show the importance of, explain, 
show evidence for, or interpret 
meanings.

Comparison-
Contrast

“Vietnam 
Revisited” (page 
85)

Look for words or terms such as 
however, nevertheless, on the 
other hand, in comparison, in 
contrast, different, alike, same as, 
in the same way, just like, just as, 
and also.

The author makes comparisons 
and points out contrasts in order 
to explain, make information clear, 
show evidence of, or make a case for 
something.

Cause-Effect 

“We Lost the War 
on Drugs” (page 
196)

Look for words or terms such 
as therefore, so, this led to, as a 
result of, because, since, may be 
due to, effect of, for this reason, 
consequently, and if . . . then. 

The author describes a cause-and-
effect relationship between individuals, 
events, or ideas in order to draw a 
conclusion, support an inference, or 
show evidence for something.

Problem-Solution

“In Teen Sex 
Education Debate, 
Both Sides Ahead” 
(page 183)

Look for words or terms 
such as question, dilemma, 
mystery, problem, solution, 
answer, reason, outcome, or 
denouement.

The author defines a problem and 
presents a solution to that problem in 
order to explain, show outcomes or 
results, support an inference, or make a 
case for or about something.

Time-Sequence-
Order

“The History of the 
Internet” (page 49)

Look for actual calendar dates 
or flashbacks. Also pay attention 
to words such as earlier, later, 
previously, now, before, then, 
next, and after.

The author presents examples, 
details, anecdotes, and descriptions 
in order to explain or show outcomes 
or results.

Argument or 
Persuasion

“We Lost the War on 
Drugs” (page 196)

Look for words or terms such as 
proves, supports, substantiates, 
verifies, corroborates, confirms, 
backs up, and bears out.

The author provides details, 
statistics, examples, illustrations, and 
anecdotes to give evidence for or 
make a case about something.
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