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FIGURE 12 .5: 
The Quick-REACH Toolkit

Resources-in-Print Tools
Print tools in which you can find definitions and information about unfamiliar words 

Search Question The Best Tool to Use Description of Tools

Do I want to find the meaning of 
a technical word from a content 
textbook? 

1. Glossary

2. Index

3. The page on which 
the word occurs

Glossaries and indexes are 
found at the back of textbooks. 
Definitions are often found in 
special boxes or in notes at the 
bottom of pages. 

Do I want to find the meaning of 
a technical or academic word, or 
unknown word not in a content 
textbook?

4. Dictionary A book that lists words in 
alphabetical order and their 
various meanings.

Do I want to find an article 
about a word or subject that 
will give me related words and 
background knowledge? 

5. Encyclopedia A set of alphabetized volumes 
with articles about important 
concepts, events, and individuals

Electronic Tools
 Tools with batteries, power cords, and possibly Internet connections with which you can 

locate definitions and information about unfamiliar words

Do I want to find information 
about a word as quickly as 
possible? Do I want to see an 
image or picture?

6. Smartphone

7. Classroom 
computers, laptops, 
or iPads

Multiple versions of dictionaries, 
encyclopedias, and other 
content resources are available 
on the Internet

Do I want to find the meaning 
of an English word using my first 
language?

8. Electronic translator A battery-operated tool that 
provides definitions in two or 
more languages

Association-Connection Tools
 Tools that provide connections to word and world knowledge you already have

Do I need to figure out how to 
pronounce the word before I can 
determine its meaning?

9. Big word strategy A set of steps to follow when 
you get stuck on a big word (see 
figure 12.6, page 159)

When you read the sentence 
containing the unknown word, 
can you replace it with a word 
you already know that might 
make sense?

10. Make a prediction Figuring out whether you know 
a word that would fit the context 
that might give you a connection 
to the meaning of your unknown 
word

Does the word have any prefixes, 
suffixes, or root words that would 
help me figure out the word’s 
meaning?

11. Prefixes, suffixes, 
and root words that 
every student needs 
to know

A set of word parts that helps 
you figure out the meanings of 
words (see figures 12.7a and 
12.7b, page 160)
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Can I think of any experiences 
I’ve had or knowledge I’ve 
learned from life, school, or 
other texts that would help me 
figure out the word’s meaning?

12. Word and world 
knowledge from 
prior learning and 
experiences

Information you already 
know about the meanings of 
related words and background 
knowledge about the content

Clues in the Text (Context)
Tools to find clues for technical, connotative, and figurative language

Search Question The Best Tool to Use Description of Tools

Does the author actually define 
the word for you or provide an 
explanation? 

13. A literal definition 
in the sentences 
around the word

The parts of the text that come 
right before or right after the 
unknown word in which the author 
gives a definition or explanation.

Does the author provide 
examples, details, or explanations 
about the topic of the text from 
which you might be able to infer 
the meaning of a word?

14. Examples, details, 
and explanations 
in the immediate 
context

The parts of the text that come 
before or right after the unknown 
word in which the author provides 
inferential clues and you have to 
figure out what they mean.

Does the author provide 
information about a word by 
contrasting it to something?

15. Contrast statements 
or antonyms of 
the word in the 
immediate context

Inferential clues that come in the 
form of contrast statements and 
antonyms.

Does the author provide 
information about a word by 
restating the meaning of the 
word in different language and 
providing a synonym?

16. Restatements 
or synonyms of 
the word in the 
immediate context

Inferential clues that come in 
the form of restatements and 
synonyms of the word.

Does the word appear to be a 
very technical term without any 
clues to its meaning from the 
author? Are you on your own 
without access to other tools?

17. Rereadings of the 
words around the 
term

The clues to the word’s meaning 
involve closely reading the text 
to extract meaning while also 
thinking about the unknown 
word.

Could the word or phrase have a 
connotative or implied meaning 
with an emotional weight, or 
importance, that goes beyond 
the literal meaning?

18. Thinking about what 
the connotative 
meaning might be 
and how it impacts 
the content 

The clues to the word’s meaning 
involve figuring out how the 
connotative meaning adds an 
emotional weight that requires 
a subtle level of interpretation 
and goes beyond the dictionary 
definition; it is the difference 
between house and home.

Could the word or phrase be 
figurative language in which the 
author uses devices like similes 
and metaphors to compare 
ideas, events, or individuals in the 
text to things completely outside 
of the text?

19. Rereadings of the 
text to understand 
the comparison

See figure P 2.1 (page 147) 
for help with understanding 
figurative language. 
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Help From a Person

Tools that give you immediate access to a word meaning in the form of a 
knowledgeable individuals

Search Question The Best Tool to Use Description of Tools

Have I encountered a major 
and very frustrating roadblock 
in determining the meaning 
of a word that is essential to 
understanding the text?

20. A person Individuals in your environment 
who can help you.
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